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County  Borough  of  Warrington 


Mayor 

Councillor  WILLIAM  HIGH  AM,  J.P. 

Related  Health  Services  Committee 

Alderman  David  Plinston,  J.P.  (Chairman) 

Councillor  Mrs.  Mary  Hardman  (Deputy  Chairman) 
Alderman  Joseph  Poole,  J.P. 

Councillor  Arthur  Boyle 
Councillor  H.  G.  Brandwood 
Councillor  W.  G.  Caldwell 
Councillor  A.  H.  Catterall 
Councillor  Harold  Gray,  J.P. 

Councillor  Harry  Greenwood 
Councillor  Robert  Lewis 
Councillor  John  Morris,  J.P. 

Councillor  Frederick  Rigby 
Councillor  John  Smith 
Councillor  W.  P.  Taylor 

Health  Committee 

All  the  members  of  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee,  plus  the 

following  co-opted  members: — 

Dr.  A.  R.  Barber 
Dr.  C.  J.  G.  Bourhill 
Mr.  C.  Harrison 
Mrs.  M.  Robertson 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Sadler 

Mental  Health  Sub- Committee 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
The  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Councillor  Brandwood 
Councillor  Gray 
Councillor  Greenwood 
Councillor  Rigby 
Dr.  Barber 

Care  Sub-Committee 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
The  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Councillor  Boyle 
Councillor  Brandwood 
Councillor  Greenwood 
Councillor  Taylor 
Mrs.  Robertson 

Town  Clerk 

J.  P.  Aspden,  Esq.,  LL.B. 
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Staff  at  3ist  December,  1949 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Eric  H.  Moore,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
(Appointed  1/5/49) 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Stanley  R.  Warren,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 

A.  B.  Colohan,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.  (Tuberculosis  Officer)  (part-time) 
Gordon  S.  Carrick,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Appointed  5/9/49) 

Mrs.  Margaret  L.  Taylor,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Throat  and  Nose  Surgeon: 

W.  E.  Hunter,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (part-time) 


Dental  Officers: 

William  C.  Parr,  L.D.S. 

Mrs.  P.  Lawton,  L.D.S. 

♦ 

Dental  Attendants: 

Miss  Eileen  Mullaney 
Miss  Ruth  Lygo 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

H.  A.  Richardson,  Cert.S.I.B.,  Cert.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods) 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  H.  Molyneaux,  Cert.R.S.I.,  Cert.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods) 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

W.  Hunt,  Cert.S.I.B.,  Cert.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods),  Cert.R.S.I.  (Smoke) 
E.  Barton,  Cert.R.S.I.,  Cert.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods) 

C.  Gibbons,  Cert.S.I.B.,  Cert.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods),  Cert.R.S.I. 
(Smoke) 

R.  L.  Winstanley,  Cert.S.I.B.,  Cert.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods) 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

W.  S.  Astall,  Cert.S.I.B.,  Cert.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods) 

W.  T.  Barton,  Cert.S.I.B.,  Cert.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods) 

J.  A.  Disbury,  Cert.S.I.B. 

Veterinary  Surgeons: 

H.  H.  Ferguson,  M.R.C.V.S.  (part-time) 

C.  T.  Trevers,  M.R.C.V.S.  (part-time) 

Public  Analyst: 

J.  D.  Sherratt,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.  (part-time) 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives: 

Miss  M.  Addy,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Midwife  Teacher’s  Cert. 

Municipal  Midwives: 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Bleasdale,  S.C.M.,  Midwife  fVrt 

Mrs.  Winifred  Boyle,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (Appointed  1/10/49) 

Mrs.  N.  Kershaw,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. ,  Midwife  Teacher ’e  Gwt. 

Mrs.  M.  Lester,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  A.  Rea,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  Jane  Scargill,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  Florence  Welding,  S.C.M.,  Midwife  Teoeher’o  Copt. 
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Superintendent  of  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses: 

Miss  E.  Semple,  S.R.N.,  S.R.F.N.,  S.C.M.,  Health  Visitor’s  Cert. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses: 

Mrs.  M.  Cade,  S.R.N. 

Miss  H.  Cooper,  S.R.N.,  S.R.F.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  J.  Delaney,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Health  Visitor’s  Cert. 

Miss  M.  Lea,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Health  Visitor’s  Cert. 

Miss  R.  C.  Sampson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  S.  M.  Swift,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Health  Visitor’s  Cert. 

Miss  J.  Twist,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Health  Visitor’s  Cert. 

( Nine  vacancies) 

Tuberculosis  Nurse: 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Haybyrne,  S.R.N.,  T.A.  Cert. 

Teacher-Supervisor  of  Day  Nurseries; 

Miss  Emma  R.  Hards 

Matrons  of  Day  Nurseries: 

Gough  Ave.:  Mrs.  Isabel  F.  E.  Hallett,  S.R.N.,  Nursery  Nurse’s 

Diploma 

Haryngton  Ave.;  Mrs.  L.  Wilkinson,  S.R.N. ,  Q.N. 

Orford  Lane:  Mrs.  Moira  Dowell,  S.R.N.,  S.R.F.N. 

Richmond  Ave.:  Miss  Marion  Hatfield,  R. S.C.M. 


Duly  Authorised  Officers  under  Mental  Health  Service: 

Leonard  Ware,  R.M.P.A. 

Percy  Hazeldine 

Occupation  Centre  for  Mentally  Defectives: 

Miss  Marjorie  Oliver,  L.R.A.M.,  Supervisor 
Miss  Joyce  M.  Rowlands,  Assistant  Supervisor 
Miss  M.  A.  Russell,  Guide-Help 

Domestic  Help  Service: 

Miss  Marie  K.  Proctor,  Organiser  (Appointed  21/2/49) 

Mrs.  Margery  Bartlett,  Home  Help  Visitor  (Appointed  5/12/49) 

Lay  Administrative  Assistant: 

Stanley  Johnson,  B.A.  (Admin.) 

Senior  Clerk: 

Ernest  Tarbuck 


Clerical  Staff: 

Mrs.  Margaret  Adams  (Appointed  13/5/49) 

Mrs.  B.  Barton 

Miss  S.  Davies 

Miss  M.  Dwerryhouse 

Miss  V.  Dwerryhouse 

James  Greenhalgh  (Appointed  7/2/49) 

Miss  M.  Hughes 

Kenneth  Varley  (Appointed  7/2/49) 

Miss  B.  Wilson 
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To  the  Mayor ,  Alder  me?i  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Warrington. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Warrington  for  the  year  1949. 

As  will  be  observed  the  form  of  the  report  has  been  materially 
altered  as  a  result  of  the  grouping  of  the  services  administered  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  this  is  the  first  report  following 
a  complete  year  of  operation  of  this  Act. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  1946  have  been  steadily  developed,  though  diffi¬ 
culty  in  this  direction  was  experienced  in  the  health  visiting  and  mental 
health  sections  owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  It  is  hoped  that  these 
shortages  may  be  materially  overcome  in  the  near  future. 

The  outstanding  development  has  taken  place  in  the  Domestic 
Help  Service,  a  service  which  is  so  important  in  the  relief  of  hospital 
beds  by  rendering  it  possible  for  many  patients,  who  would  otherwise 
have  been  admitted  to  hospital,  to  be  nursed  at  home. 

The  demand  upon  the  Ambulance  Service  increased  steadily 
throughout  the  year,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  appeared  to  have 
reached  its  peak  with  between  800  and  1,000  calls  per  month. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  both  clinical  and 
administrative  fields  owing  to  the  shortage  of  clinic  and  office  accom¬ 
modation.  The  clinic  accommodation  generally  is  cramped  and  inade¬ 
quate  for  its  purpose.  The  dental  department  is  in  urgent  need  of 
removal  to  satisfactory  premises  which  would  allow  a  greater  amount 
of  work  to  be  carried  out.  In  the  administrative  field  the  sanitary 
inspectors  are  working  under  great  difficulties  in  very  cramped  accom¬ 
modation.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  in  the  very  near 
future  to  overcome  these  three  major  accommodation  difficulties. 

During  the  year  under  review  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
has  progressed  satisfactorily,  the  percentage  of  children  protected 
having  increased.  Unfortunately  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  vaccina¬ 
tion,  only  12%  of  the  children  under  one  year  of  age  being  protected. 
The  importance  of  vaccination  in  infancy  does  not  appear  to  be  fully 
appreciated  by  parents.  It  is  especially  important  that  this  primary 
vaccination  be  carried  out  in  infancy,  since  this  procedure  is  under¬ 
taken  in  infancy  with  much  less  risk  than  when  it  is  carried  out  for 
the  first  time  in  adult  life.  With  the  increased  speed  of  travel  between 
various  parts  of  the  world  which  exists  to-day  there  is  a  greatly  increased 
need  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  to  be  protected  by 
vaccination. 

In  the  vital  statistics  section  it  will  be  noted  that  the  birth  rate  has 
fallen  from  19.5  per  1,000  in  1948  to  19  per  1,000  live  births  in  1949. 
The  still-birth  rate  rose  slightly  from  29.2  to  34.8  per  1,000  total  births 
and  the  general  death  rate  from  11.2  to  13.4. 


8 


The  tuberculosis  statistics  show  a  material  improvement  as  com¬ 
pared  with  those  of  last  year,  the  number  of  deaths  having  fallen  from 
60  to  37,  and  the  notifications  from  100  new  cases  to  66. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  most  unsatisfactory,  having  risen  from 
46  in  1948  to  81  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  1949.  This  high  rate 
in  1949  has  occurred  at  a  time  when  the  country  as  a  whole  enjoyed  a 
record  low  figure  of  32.  An  investigation  is  being  carried  out,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  some  reason  may  be  found  for  these  sudden  rises  in  the 
infant  mortality  rate  which  have  been  occurring  in  the  borough. 

I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Alderman 
David  Plinston,  J.P.,  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
unfailing  interest  and  support  in  all  matters  and  for  their  guidance 
in  efforts  made  to  improve  the  standard  of  public  health.  At  all  times 
I  have  received  the  support  and  co-operation  of  my  colleagues  in 
hospital  and  in  general  practice,  and  without  this  assistance  much  work 
would  have  been  impossible.  Throughout  the  year  I  have  received  the 
unfailing  support  of  all  members  of  the  Health  Department  staff,  both 
professional  and  clerical,  and  I  wish  to  thank  them  individually  for 
the  great  assistance  they  have  given  me.  Especially  I  wish  to  record 
my  appreciation  of  the  friendship  and  co-operation  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  which  have  made  possible 
a  co-ordinated  service. 

I  must  also  acknowledge  the  help  given  to  this  department  by  other 
officials  of  the  Corporation,  and  to  them  I  give  my  best  thanks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERIC  H.  MOORE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Population 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1949 

1948 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  numbers 

of  civilians  at  June  30th.  .. 

78,860 

77,860 

(The  population  at  the  1931 

census  was 

79,322) 

Live  Births 

Legitimate:  Males . 

Females . 

7691 

656/ 

1,425 

739] 
715  J 

|  1,454 

Illegitimate:  Males . 

321 

74 

'  331 

[  73 

Females  . 

42/ 

40  J 

Totals . 

1,499 

1,527 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population  19-00 


19-5 


Still  births  .  54 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  civilian  popula¬ 
tion  .  0-68 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still¬ 
births  .  34-77 


46 

0-58 


29-2 


Deaths .  1,057 

Death  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population  13-4 


875 

11-2 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year .  121 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births .  81 

Marriages  . 779 

Marriage  rate  per  1,000  civilian  popula¬ 
tion  . 9-9 

Area  of  County  Borough  in  acres .  4,532 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 
(1931)  . 17,341 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 
(1931)  18,474 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April .  £436,825 


Product  of  a  penny  rate  (1949/50)....  £1,762- 15838 


46 

827 

10-6 

4,532 


£477,019 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  WARRINGTON  FOR  1949 


Compared  with  the  average  for  the  126  county  boroughs  and 
great  towns,  the  County  of  London,  and  England  and  Wales 


Warring¬ 

ton 

126 

County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
(including 
London) 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

England 

and 

Wales 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

BIRTHS 

Live  births  .... 

19-00 

18-7 

18-5 

*16-7 

Still  births  .... 

0-68 

0-47 

0-37 

*  0-39 

DEATHS 

All  causes  .... 

13-40 

12-5 

12-2 

*11-7 

Tuberculosis 

0-47 

0-52 

0-52 

0-45 

Whooping  cough  .... 

0-02 

0-02 

0-01 

0-01 

Pneumonia  .... 

0-74 

0-56 

0-59 

0-51 

Influenza  .... 

0-24 

0-15 

0-11 

0-15 

Acute  poliomyelitis  &  polio¬ 
encephalitis 

0-02 

0-02 

0-01 

0-01 

Bronchitis  .... 

Cancer 

1-65 

1-99 

•No  compa 

rable  statistics  available 

• 

R{ 

ites  per  1,0 

00  Live  Bit 

•ths 

DEATHS 

All  causes  under  1  year  of 

80-7 

37 

29 

f32 

age  . 

Enteritis  &  diarrhoea  under 

2  years  of  age 

23-34 

3-8 

1-7 

3-0 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (Live  &  Still)  Births 


MATERNAL  DEATHS 

4 

All  causes  .... 

Nil 

figures  not 

figures  not 

available 

available 

*  Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 
f  Rates  per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 
IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WARRINGTON 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

All 

ages 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

65  & 
over 

ALL  CAUSES  . . 

M 

581 

72 

8 

8 

43 

172 

278 

F 

476 

49 

9 

1 

43 

100 

274 

1  Typhoid  &  para-typhoid  fevers 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 1 k 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever . 

M 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

J, 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3  Scarlet  fever  . 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4  Whooping  cough  . 

M 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

5  Diphtheria  . 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6  Tuberculosis  of 

M 

19 

— 

- 

— 

7 

7 

5 

respiratory  system 

F 

15 

- 

- 

- 

12 

2 

1 

7  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis . 

M 

2 

— 

- 

1 

1 

— 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

8  Syphilitic  diseases . 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9  Influenza  . 

M 

9 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

8 

F 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

10  Measles  . 

M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 1  Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio- 

M 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

encephalitis . 

F 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

12  Acute  inf.  encephalitis  . 

M 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

M 

8 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

oesophagus  (M);  uterus  (F)  .... 

F 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4 

1 4  Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

M 

19 

- 

— 

— 

1 

10 

8 

F 

12 

- 

— 

1 

3 

8 

1 5  Cancer  of  breast . 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

F 

13 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

6 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites . 

M 

59 

1 

2 

— 

4 

26 

26 

F 

36 

— 

— 

— 

2 

15 

19 

17  Diabetes . 

M 

3 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

F 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

18  Intercranial  vascular  lesions . 

M 

39 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

29 

F 

55 

- 

— 

— 

2 

11 

42 

19  Heart  diseases  . 

M 

140 

— 

— 

— 

2 

52 

86 

F 

108 

— 

1 

— 

8 

16 

83 

20  Other  disorders  of  circulatory 

M 

26 

— 

- 

— 

1 

5 

20 

system . 

F 

30 

- 

-  ' 

— 

3 

5 

22 

21  Bronchitis  . 

M 

79 

1 

— 

— 

2 

26 

50 

F 

51 

2 

— 

- 

4 

8 

37 

22  Pneumonia . 

M 

32 

16 

— 

— 

2 

5 

9 

F 

26 

13 

2 

— 

1 

2 

8 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases . 

M 

7 

- 

— 

3 

3 

1 

F 

9 

— 

— 

- 

— 

6 

3 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

M 

5 

- 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

M 

22 

21 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

13 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26  Appendicitis  . 

M 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  . 

M 

7 

2 

— 

— 

- 

2 

3  ‘ 

F 

8 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

5 

28  Nephritis  . . . 

M 

9 

- 

1 

- 

3 

3 

2 

F 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

29  Puerperal  and  post  abortion 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

sepsis  . 

F 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

30  Other  maternal  causes  . 

M 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31  Premature  birth . 

M 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32  Congenital  malformations,  birth 

M 

17 

14 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

injuries  and  infant  diseases  .... 

F 

12 

12 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

33  Suicide  . 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

34  Road  traffic  accidents . 

M 

8 

- 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

35  Other  violent  causes . 

M 

17 

— 

1 

5 

3 

3 

5 

F 

8 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

36  All  other  causes . 

M 

27 

3 

j  “ 

— 

5 

6 

13 

F 

24 

2 

1  - 

- 

3 

8 

11 

13 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ORDER  OF  FREQUENCY 


Out  of  1,057  deaths  occurring  during  the  year  there  were: — 


Proportion 

of  deaths 

(1) 

Heart  diseases 

248 

23  *5% 

(2) 

Cancer 

157 

14-9% 

(3) 

Bronchitis  .... 

130 

12*2% 

(4) 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

94 

8*9% 

(5) 

Pneumonia  .... 

58 

5-5% 

(6) 

Circulatory  diseases 

56 

5-3% 

(7) 

Tuberculosis 

37 

3*5% 

(8) 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .... 

35 

3-3% 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS 

The  following  causes  of  death  wrere  not  certified  by  a  medical 
practitioner: — 


Cause  of  death  as  given 
by  Registrar 

All 

Ages 

Under 
1  year 

1-5 

years 

5-15 

years 

15-25 

years 

25-65 

years 

65  & 
over 

Heart  diseases 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  .... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Totals  .... 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

8 

ROAD  DEATHS 


, 

19 

49 

1948 

• 

Warrington 
residents 
killed  in 
Borough 

Warrington 

residents 

killed 

outside 

Borough 

Total 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

1 

1  to  2  years 

— 

— 

— 

2  to  5  years 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  15  years 

2 

- 

2 

15  to  25  years 

1 

— 

— 

25  to  35  years 

— 

— 

1 

35  to  45  years 

1 

1 

r~ 

45  to  55  years 

2 

— 

— 

55  to  65  years 

— 

1 

— 

65  to  75  years 

1 

— 

2 

Over  75  years 

2 

T 

— 

9 

2 

6 

# 
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INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  1949  (UNDER  1  YEAR) 


♦ 


Cause  of  death 

Under 

1 

week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total 

under 

1 

month 

1-3 

mths. 

3-6 

mths. 

6-9 

mths. 

9-12 

mths. 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1  year 

Whooping  cough  .... 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  , 

- 

- 

1 

&  polio-encepha- 

litis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cancer . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Pneumonia . 

- 

1 

2 

1 

4 

6 

8 

9 

2 

29 

Diarrhoea  . 

- 

- 

4 

5 

9 

9 

11 

4 

— 

33 

Appendicitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  digestive 

diseases 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Premature  birth . 

9 

2 

3 

2 

16 

1 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Congenital  malfor¬ 
mations,  birth  in¬ 
juries  and  infant 

diseases  . 

12 

2 

1 

— 

15 

7 

2 

1 

1 

26 

Violence  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

All  other  causes . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

i 

5 

24 

5 

11 

8 

48 

28 

26 

15 

4 

121 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

As  shown  in  the  table  above  121  children  under  the  age  of  one 
year  died  within  the  borough.  This  represents  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  81  deaths  per  1,000  live  births,  a  considerable  increase  from  a 
rate  of  46  deaths  per  1,000  in  the  year  1948. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  32,  and  for  the  Great  Towns 
37. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  Warrington  during  the  year  1949  was 
therefore  most  unsatisfactory,  being  253%  of  the  national  rate. 

Examination  of  the  table  oE  causes  of  infant  deaths  throws  little 
light  on  the  problem  and  there  was  no  epidemic  of  any  disease  to 

account  for  this  unsatisfactory  rate,  especially  at  the  time  when  the 

remainder  of  the  country  as  a  whole  was  enjoying  the  lowest  rate  ever. 

As  a  result  an  investigation  has  been  initiated  to  try  and  arrive  at 
some  cause. 

It  is  intended  to  present  a  full  report  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Health  Committee  as  soon  as  possible. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease 

Under 

1 

year 

1-3 

3-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65 

and 

over 

Total 

Scarlet  fever  . 

- 

20 

54 

120 

8 

2 

2 

/  — 

- 

206 

Whooping  cough  .... 

IS 

57 

41 

32 

- 

- 

- 

- 

148 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Measles  . 

31 

160 

184 

149 

3 

1 

2 

530 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Pneumonia . 

4 

5 

5 

4 

- 

2 

8 

11 

2 

41 

Erysipelas  . 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

4 

9 

3 

21 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

16 

- 

- 

20 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

1 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

There  were  144  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  one  outbreak.  (See 
page  71.) 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Number  of  Warrington  patients  treated  for  the  first  time  during 

the  year. 

Gonorrhoea  ....  ....  ....  27 

Syphilis  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

Other  conditions  ....  ....  103 

SCABIES 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Scabies  Clinic  during  the  year. 

Adults  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

Schoolchildren  ....  ....  ....  37 

Pre-schoolchildren  ....  ....  3 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Number  of  notified  cases 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  354  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  register  kept  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1930.  This  is  thirty  more  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  There  were 
24  more  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  among  women  than  a  year 
ago,  and  eight  more  among  men.  The  sharp  increase  in  the  number 
of  women  known  to  be  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  is 
partly  accounted  for  by  the  registration  of  26  new  cases  while  only 
two  recovered  and  sixteen  died.  Twenty-two  “lost”  cases  were  traced 
during  the  year,  and  three  other  cases  formerly  removed  from  the 
register  were  restored  to  the  register.  Full  details  of  the  register  are 
given  on  page  20. 


New  cases 

The  number  of  new  cases  recorded  during  the  year  was  66,  58  by 
formal  notification  and  8  otherwise,  making  384  new  cases  since 
January  1st,  1945.  Fifty- two  of  these  66  were  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

A  summary  of  58  notifications  under  the  different  ages  and  sexes 
is  given  in  the  following  table,  during  the  year. 


Primary  Notifications 


Age  periods 

0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Total 

Respiratory: 

Males 

1 

5 

3 

12 

2 

2 

1 

26 

Females 

— 

1 

— 

1 

12 

7 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

26 

Non-respiratory: 

Males 

2 

2 

4 

Females 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTAL  . 

— 

4 

— 

2 

12 

12 

6 

14 

4 

3 

1 

58 

scavct 

The  oaftpse  of  the  58  primary  notifications  was  as  folio ws:- 


Tuberculosis  Officer 
Private  practitioners 
Warrington  Infirmary  .... 
Warrington  General  Hospital 
Other  hospitals  .... 

Military  authorities 


22 

21 

1 

6 

7 

1 

58 
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New  cases  of  tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year,  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification. 


Age  periods 

0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Total 

Respiratory: 

Males 

1 

2 

3 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Non-respiratory: 

Males 

1 

1 

Females 

— 

— 

" — 

*■— 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Summary 


Respiratory  tuberculosis— Net  increase  31 


Cases  on  register  at  January  1st,  1949 


267 


Added  to  register: 

New  cases  .... 

Old  cases  restored  .... 
Transfers 


59 

21 

7 


Removed  from  register: 

Recovered  .... 
Died 

T  ransferred 
Others 


6 

39 

10 

1 


354 


56 


Cases  remaining  on  register  at  31st  December,  1949  .  298 


Non-respiratory  tuberculosis — -Net  decrease  1 


Cases  on  register  at  January  1st,  1949  .  ....  57 

Added  to  register: 

New  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Old  cases  restored  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Transfers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 


Removed  from  register: 

Recovered .  6 

Died  4 

Transferred  4 

Others  ....  .  ....  ....  ....  1 


Cases  remaining  on  register  at  31st  December,  1949 


71 


15 

56 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  numbers  of  Warrington  patients  still 
receiving  treatment  in  the  various  institutions  was  as  follows: — 


Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Institution 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

M. 

„F- 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Hefferston  Grange,  Weaver- 
ham 

22 

18 

1 

Warrington  General  Hospital 

— 

2 

— 

—  -■ 

1 

1 

— 

.  — 

Abergele  Sanatorium 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leasowe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Gobowen 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brockhall  Mental  Deficiency 
Institution,  Blackburn  .... 

1 

County  Mental  Hospital, 
Winwick  .... 

1 

1 

County  Mental  Hospital, 
Prestwich 

1 

* 

Aintree  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  ' 

Totals  .... 

25 

21 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Deaths 

The  number  of  persons  recorded  as  having  died  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  was  34.  Three  others  died  of  non- 
respiratory  forms  of  tuberculosis.  Six  persons  previously  notified  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  died  from  causes  other  than  tuberculosis. 

The  table  below  gives  the  ages  at  death  of  those  who  died  from  the 
various  forms  of  tuberculosis: — 

AGE  AT  DEATH  OF  PERSONS  DYING 
FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  at  Death 

Respiratory 

Non  -  respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0-1  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-5  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5-15 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-45  . 

7 

12 

1 

— 

45-65  . 

7 

2 

1 

— 

65  and  over .... 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

19 

15 

2 

1 

Mass  radiography  survey 

Under  the  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care  Report, 
which  will  be  found  on  page  30,  reference  is  made  to  the  mass  radio¬ 
graphy  survey, "which  was  carried  out  in  Warrington  during  the  spring 
of  1949.  The  survey  was  limited  in  its  scope  but  resulted  in  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  a  number  of  previously  unnotified  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
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The  report  supplied  by  the  Director  of  the  No.  2  Mass  Radio¬ 
graphy  Unit  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  states  that 
apart  from  non- tuberculous  conditions,  he  found  among  the  Warrington 
cases  the  following: — 


Males  Females 

Active  primary  T.B.  (without  symptoms)  .-...  ....  ....  -  1 

Inactive  primary  T.B .  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  85  53 

Active  post-primary  T.B.  (sputum  negative)  ....  ....  1  ~ 

Active  post-primary  T.B.  (without  symptoms)  ....  ....  1  ~ 

Inactive  post-primary  T.B .  ....  ....  ....  ....  20  7 


As  a  result  37  Warrington  males  and  19  Warrington  females  were 
referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

VISITS  BY  TUBERCULOSIS  VISITOR 

First  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  54 

Later  yis its  ....  ....  ....  ....  1144 

Observation  and  other  visits  ....  ....  10 

Patients  visited  ....  ....  ....  ....  356 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Grand 

Total 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Cases  on  register  at  1/1/49.... 

148 

108 

7 

4 

12 

22 

16 

7 

324 

Inward  transfers 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Old  cases  restored  to  the 
register 

10 

11 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

25 

Transferred  from  Children’s 
Register  .... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

- 

7 

New  cases 

Formally  notified  .... 

25 

22 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

58 

From  other  sources 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Cases  removed  from 
Register 

Recovered  .... 

4 

.  2 

. 

- 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12 

Died  from  tuberculosis 

19 

15 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

37 

Died  from  other  causes 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Transferred  to  other  areas  ... 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

Transferred  to  adults 

— 

t- 

1 

3 

*- 

— 

2 

1 

7 

Removed  for  other  reasons 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Remaining  on  Register 
31/12/49 . 

156 

132 

6 

4 

15 

22 

14 

5 

354 
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☆ 

SERVICES 

UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH 
SERVICE  ACTS,  1946-49 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN  (Section 

22)  . 

MIDWIFERY  (Section  23)  . 

REPORT  OF  SENIOR  DENTAL  OFFICER  . 

HEALTH  VISITING  (Section  24)  . 

HOME  NURSING  (SECTION  25)  . 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (Section  26)  .... 

AMBULANCE  (Section  27)  . 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
(Section  28)  .  .  #... 

DOMESTIC  HELP  (Section  29)  . 

MENTAL  HEALTH  (Section  51)  . 


Page 

22 

26 

25 

28 

30 

30 

34 

38 

39 
43 
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SECTION  22 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


The  conduct  of  these  services  has  followed  the  outline  laid  down 
in  the  proposals  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  and  approved 
by  him,  so  far  as  staff  and  building  accommodation  has  permitted. 
The  medical  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  two  Assistant  Medical  Officers.  The 
clinical  work  at  the  various  clinics  is  carried  out  by  the  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  and  Assistant  Medical  Officers.  No  sub-division  into  child 
welfare  and  obstetrical  and  gynaecological  work  is  made. 

In  carrying  out  the  duties  under  this  section  of  the  Act,  attempts 
are  being  made  to  increase  the  co-operation  and  co-ordination  between 
the  various  services  involved.  To  achieve  success,  it  is  essential  that 
there  shall  be  a  complete  accord  in  the  working  of  the  midwifery, 
health  visiting,  and  home  help  services.  This  has  made  great  strides 
during  the  year,  being  principally  handicapped  by  the  very  considerable 
shortage  of  health  visitors  from  which  the  authority  is  suffering. 

It  is  hoped  that  as  the  health  visitor  training  scheme,  outlined  under 
the  health  visiting  section,  takes  effect,  this  difficulty  may  be  largely 
overcome. 


Ante-natal  services 

Under  the  local  health  authority,  there  is  one  ante-natal  clinic, 
at  which  three  sessions  weekly  are  held.  The  building  is  rather  cramped 
and  does  not  allow  of  any  group  instruction  being  given.  Advice  is 
given  to  the  mothers  individually  as  far  as  time  permits,  but  it  would 
be  desirable  if  more  space  were  available  to  undertake  some  form  of 
group  teaching  of  expectant  mothers.  All  expectant  mothers  are 
encouraged  to  attend  the  clinic,  and  by  arrangements  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  allocation  of  maternity  beds  in  the  Warrington 
General  Hospital  and  Warrington  Maternity  Home  is  arranged, 
following  attendance  at  this  clinic. 

Priority  is  given  to  cases  of  medical  abnormality,  and  to  expectant 
mothers  living  under  difficult  social  circumstances.  The  clinic  is 
staffed  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a  Non-Medical 
Supervisor  of  Midwives,  and  by  municipal  midwives,  assisted,  if 
required,  by  clinic  nurses. 

Previously,  it  had  been  the  practice  for  health  visitors  to  assist 
at  these  clinics,  but,  owing  to  the  greatly  reduced  staff,  this  is  impossible. 
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The  details  of  attendances  at  the  local  health  authority  ante-natal 
clinic  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  women  who  attended  during  the  year  ....  ....  1654 

Number  of  new  cases  attending  for  the  first  time  during  the 

current  pregnancy  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1532 

Total  number  of  attendances  made  ....  ....  ....  3161 

Blood  tests  were  carried  out  at  laboratories  under  the  control  of 
the  Minister  of  Health  on  977  specimens,  972  being  for  Rh  factor 
and  Kahn  tests  and  5  Wassermann. 

Post-natal  arrangements 

One  post-natal  clinic  is  held  per  week  in  the  same  premises  as  are 
used  for  the  ante-natal  clinic,  and,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff  and 
clinic  accommodation,  this  session  has  been  incorporated  with  the 
ante-natal  clinic,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  Women  who  have  been 
delivered  on  the  district  are  encouraged  to  attend  at  about  six  weeks 
after  confinement  for  post-natal  examinations.  During  the-  year  83 
women  attended. 

Care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children 

Arrangements  for  the  care  of  this  group — unmarried  mothers  and 
young  children — is  made  principally  through  the  two  voluntary 
organisations,  The  Home  of  the  Good  Samaritan  and  the  “Warrington 
Catholic  Aid  and  Rescue  Society.  Arrangements  are  also  made  for  the 
payment  of  expenses  in  cases  of  an  expectant  mother  of  this  category 
being  admitted  to  any  other  mother  and  baby  home.  Priority  in  the 
allocation  of  nursery  accommodation  is  given  to  the  children  of  un¬ 
married  mothers  engaged  in  industry. 

Infant  welfare 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  five  infant  welfare  sessions  per  week 
were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  one  session  being  held  in  each 
area,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  overcrowding  of  the 
Bewsey  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  a  second  session  at  this  clinic  was 
introduced. 

At  the  earliest  possible  moment,  it  would  appear  to  be  desirable  to 
provide  infant  welfare  clinic  facilities  for  the  residents  of  the  Longford 
and  Dallam  estates,  but  up  to  the  present  time  no  suitable  buildings 
to  hold  such  a  clinic  have  been  found. 

The  infant  welfare  clinic  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  health  visitors,  assisted  by  clinic 
nurses,  who,  at  times  of  stress,  undertake  the  weighing  of  babies. 

Voluntary  workers  also  assist  in  the  conduct  of  the  clinics.  Pro¬ 
prietary  infant  foods  are  sold  at  the  clinics  and  a  representative  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food  also  attends  for  the  purpose  of  distribution 
of  cod  liver  oil  and  the  sale  of  orange  juice. 
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Details  of  attendances  at  the  clinics  are  as  follows: 


ATTENDANCES  AND  CONSULTATIONS  AT 
INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Thewlis 

Street 

Bewsey 

★ 

Ashton 

Hall 

Wash 

Lane 

Lindley 

Avenue 

Totals 

Attendances 

Infants  under  1 
year  old 

1791 

3714 

3478 

1426 

2072 

12481 

Infants  over  1  year 
old 

452 

1215 

453 

786 

1088 

3994 

First  Visits: 
Infants  under  1 
year  old 

125 

253 

284 

107 

124 

893 

Infants  over  1  year 
old  . 

30 

42 

17 

19 

6 

114 

Children  weighed 

2007 

4091 

4073 

1978 

2602 

14751 

Mothers  attending 

1921  • 

4273 

3670 

1942 

2594 

14400 

New  mothers 

105 

208 

289 

93 

83 

778 

6431 

13796 

12264 

6351 

8569 

47411 

Consultations: 

First  visits: 
Infants  under  1 
year  old 

98 

238 

263 

103 

110 

812 

Other  visits: 
Infants  under  1 
year  old 

324 

629 

985 

409 

440 

2787 

Children  1  to  5 
years 

75 

153 

174 

136 

_  . 

152 

690 

Children  immu¬ 
nised  against 
diphtheria 

81 

125 

237 

73 

84 

600 

578 

1145 

1659 

721 

786 

4889 

*  Including  attendances  at  the  extra  session  begun  in  November,  1949. 


Defects  referred  for  treatment 


150  children  examined  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  by  the  Medical 
Officer  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  attention  as  follows: — 


Dental...  ....  ....  ....  45 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  ....  20 

Eyes  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Orthopaedic  ....  ....  ....  15 


Skin  defects  ....  ....  ....  5 

Phimosis  ....  ....  ....  39 

Hernia  ....  ....  ....  1 

Naevus  ....  ....  ....  3 

Miscellaneous...  ....  ....  13 


Day  nurseries 

There  are  four  day  nurseries  operating  within  the  borough  under 
the  control  of  the  local  health  authority,  and,  in  addition,  there  is 
one  private  nursery. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  all  four  nurseries  functioned  on 
a  24-hour  basis,  but  three  of  them  reverted  to  day  nurseries  early 
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in  the  year;  the  fourth  one  remained  on  a  residential  basis  temporarily, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  in  arranging  alternative  accommodation  for 
deprived  children. 

In  December  it  was  found  possible  to  operate  this  nursery  also 
on  a  day  nursery  basis.  Thus,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  all  four  nurseries 
were  day  nurseries.  There  is  still  a  waiting  list  of  children  requiring 
places,  but  during  the  last  two  years  this  has  considerably  reduced. 
In  the  four  nurseries  combined,  there  is  a  total  of  205  places,  65  of 
the  places  being  for  use  by  children  under  two  years  of  age. 


DAY  NURSERY  STATISTICS 


Number  of  new  applications 
for  accommodation 

Haryi 

Ave 

Social 

ngton 

nue 

Other 

Goi 

Ave 

Social 

ugh 

nue 

Other 

Orf 

La 

Social 

ord 

ne 

Other 

Richi 

Ave 

Social 

nond 

nue 

Other 

14 

83 

10 

76 

13 

66 

42 

37 

Number  of  children  admitted 

11 

59 

7 

64 

14 

35 

47 

35 

Average  daily  attendance  .... 

42-4 

39-4 

41  -6 

39 

•5 

Dental  care 

All  expectant  mothers  attending  the  local  health  authority  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  are  offered  medical  examination  by  the  Senior  Dental 
Officer,  and  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Warrington  General  Hospital 
by  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  priority  dental 
treatment  is  given  to  children  under  five  years  by  the  Senior  Dental 
Officer  at  the  school  clinic.  This  arrangement  is  not  entirely  satis¬ 
factory  owing  to  the  very  unsatisfactory  premises  at  present  occupied 
by  the  school  dental  clinic. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  a  scheme  was  under  consideration  by 
the  authority  for  the  construction  of  a  new  dental  clinic  which  is  very 
urgently  needed.  Details  of  the  dental  care  given  to  expectant  and  nurs¬ 
ing  mothers  and  young  children  is  given  below,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Senior  Dental  Officer. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  DENTAL  OFFICER 

Due  to  the  lack  of  suitable  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic,  this  section  of  the 
work  has  to  be  undertaken  at  the  General  Hospital  where  facilities, 
including  radiographs,  are  available.  Where  dentures  are  necessary 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  mechanical  work  to  be  done  by  a  tech¬ 
nician  under  contract  for  similar  work  in  connection  with  the  School 
Dental  Service.  Pre-schoolchildren  are  treated  in  the  School  Dental 
Clinic. 

This  arrangement  was  an  emergency  one  and  it  is  hoped  that  suitable 
accommodation  will  become  available  in  order  that  the  work  may  be 
centralised,  thus  enabling  this  work  to  be  carried  out  at  a  much  less 
expenditure  of  time. 


25 


Dental  care  for  mothers  and  young  children 

Expectant  Children 

and  nursing  under  5 

mothers  years 

Examined  .... 

795 

283 

Needing  treatment 

467 

114 

Treated 

181 

75 

Made  dentally  fit  .... 

74 

75 

Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided 

Expectant  Children 

and  nursing  under  5 

mothers  years 

Extractions  .... 

256 

81 

Local  anaesthetics  .... 

122 

— 

General  anaesthetics 

2 

75 

Fillings 

Scaling  or  scalings  and  gum 

47 

— 

treatment.... 

23 

— 

Silver  nitrate  treatment 

— 

— 

Dressings  .... 

3 

1 

Radiographs 

1 

Complete  dentures  provided 

— 

— 

Partial  dentures  provided  .... 

SECTION 

1 

23 

MIDWIFERY 

Work  done  by  the  Midwives’  Section 

(a)  The  Supervision  of  Midwives  under  the  Midwives  Acts, 
1902-1936. 

(h)  The  Midwifery  Service  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Acts. 

Staff 

(a)  1  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

( b )  7  Municipal  Midwives. 

The  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  interviews  the  municipal 
midwives  at  the  Health  Office  daily. 

Notification  of  intention  to  practise 

40  midwives  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  within  the 
borough  during  1949.  Of  these,  14  were  in  domiciliary  practice  and 
26  in  institutions.  Of  the  14  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in 
domiciliary  practice,  1  resided  outside  the  borough. 

Maternity  cases 

Cases  attended  by  midwives:  659. 

Midwifery  training 

Three  midwives  are  approved  as  district  teachers  for  the  Part  II 
Training  for  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  Certificate. 

The  training  is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Warrington 
General  Hospital,  the  pupil  spending  three  months  in  the  hospital  on 
internal  midwifery  and  three  months  on  the  district  doing  domiciliary 
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midwifery.  The  necessary  lectures  are  given  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives.  The  pupils 
attend  domiciliary  births,  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics,  infant 
welfare  centres  and  V.D.  clinics. 

Ten  pupils  are  in  training  at  one  time.  Seventeen  pupils  have 
obtained  the  Part  II  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board 
during  1949. 

Gas  and  air  analgesia 

All  municipal  midwives  hold  the  certificate  for  the  administration 
of  gas  and  air  analgesia. 

During  1949,  359  mothers  confined  at  home  had  gas  and  air  analgesia 
during  labour. 

Records  for  calling  in  medical  assistance 

Midwives  reported  having  called  in  medical  aid  in  167  cases.  Of 
these,  82  were  for  assistance  during  the  ante-natal  period  and  delay 
or  difficulty  during  labour,  49  ruptured  perineum,  27  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  baby,  9  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  mother  during 
the  puerperium. 

Care  of  premature  infants 

The  birth  weight  of  all  babies  is  recorded  on  the  birth  card.  All 
babies  who  weigh  5 Jib.  or  less  at  birth  are  regarded  as  premature. 

The  premature  babies  born  in  the  district  are  visited  by  the  Non- 
Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  advice  on  feeding  and  general 
care  is  given.  If  the  home  nursing  is  not  considered  satisfactory,  hos¬ 
pital  treatment  is  offered  for  the  baby. 

Midwives  are  encouraged  to  attend  premature  babies  until  they  are 
gaining  weight  and  making  satisfactory  progress.  The  babies  are  then 
transferred  to  the  care  of  the  health  visitor. 

A  premature  baby  ward  is  available  at  the  Warrington  General 
Hospital,  and  a  specially  prepared  cot  is  provided  for  the  transfer  of 
the  premature  baby  from  the  home  to  the  hospital.  This  facilitates 
the  minimum  disturbance,  the  cot  being  conveyed  to  the  hospital 
either  by  ambulance  or  private  car  under  the  supervision  of  a  qualified 
nurse. 

There  were  24  infants  weighing  5  Jib.  or  less  among  the  domiciliary 
births  to  Warrington  mothers  notified  during  the  year. 

In  addition  there  were  born  to  Warrington  mothers  in  hospital  or 
nursing  homes  100  infants  recorded  as  premature. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  premature  babies  born  at 
home  during  the  year. 

Similar  particulars  concerning  babies  born  in  hospital  or  transferred 
to  hospital  are  supplied  to  the  Minister  of  Health  by  the  hospitals. 
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PREMATURE  INFANTS 


Weight 

at 

Birth 

Nursed  entirely  at  home 

1 

Trans¬ 

ferred 

to 

hospital 

Died 
in  first 
24 

hours 

Died 
on  2nd 
to  7th 
day 

Died 
on  8th 
to  28th 
day 

sur¬ 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

Under  31bs . 

3  lbs.  but  under 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  . 

1 

1 

41bs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4-5flbs.  _ 

1 

1 

1 

18 

21 

2 

23 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

18 

21 

3 

24 

Maternal  deaths 


No  women  resident  in  Warrington  died  in  childbirth  in  1949. 

* 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 1  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified: — 

10  from  Warrington  General  Hospital 
1  occurred  in  domiciliary  practice. 

Visits  paid  by  municipal  mid  wives 

6014  nursing  visits  were  paid  by  the  municipal  mid  wives  to  the  mothers 
during  the  lying-in  period. 

3127  ante-natal  visits  were  paid  to  mothers  in  their  own  homes. 

527  post-natal  visits  were  paid  between  the  14th  day  and  the  end  of 
the  sixth  week. 

Maternity  outfits 

Sterilized  maternity  outfits  are  issued  free  for  all  domiciliary  con¬ 
finements. 


.  SECTION  24 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Present  Staff:  1  Superintendent  of  Health  Visitors 
1  full-time  health  visitor 

4  combined  duties  health  visitors/school  nurses 
3  clinic  nurses 

The  establishment  for  health  visiting  staff  as  laid  down  in  the  pro¬ 
posals  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  for  the  conduct  of  the  local 
health  authority’s  duties  under  this  section  was: — 

1  superintendent 

2  whole-time  health  visitors 

14  combined  duties  health  visitors/school  nurses. 

Efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  bring  the  staff  up  to  the 
proposed  establishment,  but  without  success,  and  the  acute  shortage 
has  resulted  in  considerable  difficulties  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of 
this  part  of  the  work. 
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The  authority  has  approved  a  scheme  to  subsidise  the  training  of 
health' visitors,  but  it  will  not  be  possible  to  commence  this  scheme 
until  the  health  visitor  training  course  commences  in  September,  1950, 
thus  no  benefit  will  be  felt  from  this  training  scheme  until  the  late 
part  of  the  year  1951.  Efforts  are  being  continued  to  recruit  trained 
health  visitors,  but  thus  far  without  success. 

Under  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Minister  not  more  than  six 
student  health  visitors  will  be  appointed  at  any  one  time  to  the  service 
of  the  Authority. 

Student  health  visitors  will  attend  a  full-time  course  of  training 
for  nine  months  at  an  approved  centre,  which  will  usually  be  a  nearby 
university. 

During  their  period  of  training  the  students  will  be  paid  approxi¬ 
mately  two-thirds  of  the  minimum  salary  for  a  qualified  health  visitor, 
and  the  Corporation  will  meet  all  travelling  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  course  and  will  pay  examination  and  course  fees  in  excess 
of  £14.  14s. 

In  return,  the  student  signs  an  agreement  undertaking  to  serve 
at  least  two  years  with  the  Authority  as  a  fully  trained  health  visitor. 
The  amounts  paid  to  her  and  on  her  behalf  are  regarded  as  a  loan, 
which  is  cancelled  on  completion  of  the  agreed  two  years’  service 
after  qualification,  but  is  recoverable  from  the  student  if  the  contract 
is  broken. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  small  health  visiting  staff  has 
concentrated  particularly  on  the  care  of  young  children  in  consequence 
of  the  very  high  infant  mortality  rate,  but  the  depleted  staff  was  unable 
to  pay  infant  welfare  visits  with  that  frequency  which  is  desirable. 
It  had  been  envisaged  in  the  proposals  that  the  scope  of  the  health 
visitors’  duties  should  be  on  a  much  broader  field,  embracing  the 
whole  of  the  family,  and  also  assisting  in  tuberculosis  visits.  Owing 
to  the  urgent  need  for  attention  to  be  given  to  the  care  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  this  part  of  the  work  has  not  been  carried  out 
to  any  extent. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS 


First 

Other 

Visits 

Visits 

Totals 

Infants  under  one  year 

1,440 

4,394 

5,834 

Children  one  to  five  years 

1 

7,538 

7,539 

Expectant  mothers 

275 

77 

352 

Boarded-out  children  .... 

2 

37 

39 

Infant  death  enquiries  .... 

89 

89 

Still  birth  enquiries 

2 

2 

Measles  visits  .... 

533 

533 

Whooping  cough  visits 

174 

174 

Infectious  diseases  visits 

45 

45 

Mental  health  .... 

23 

46 

69 

Visits  to  old  people 

19 

23 

42 

After  care  visits 

59 

12 

71 

Special  visits 

89 

18 

107 

Totals 

1,908 

12,988 

14,896 
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SECTION  25 


HOME  NURSING 

The  authority’s  duties  under  this  section  of  the  Act  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Warrington  District  Nursing  Association,  acting  as 
an  agent  for  the  local  health  authority.  To  the  Management  Committee 
of  the  District  Nursing  Association  have  been  nominated  six  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  authority’s  Health  Committee. 

The  District  Nursing  Association  staff  consists  of — 

1  Superintendent 
1  Deputy  Superintendent 
12  District  nurses 


Details  of  the  work  done  are  shown  in  the  table  below: — 


Number  of  cases  under  treatment  1st  January,  1949  .... 

159 

Number  of  new  cases  treated  during  year 

1145 

Number  of  cases  under  treatment  on 

31st  December,  1949  .... 

223 

VISITS  TO  PATIENTS 

DURING  THE  YEAR 

General  nursing 

. 46,499 

Pneumonia  .... 

.  369 

Tuberculosis 

.  156 

Post-natal  .... 

.  94 

Post-operation 

.  3 

Casual 

.  160 

Total 

. 47,281 

SECTION  26 

4 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year  1,041  children  under  16  completed  a  course  of 
primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria;  reinforcing  injections  were 
given  to  310  other  children.  A  complete  analysis  of  diphtheria  im¬ 
munisation  figures  is  given  on  pages  32-33  of  this  report. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  at  the  infant  welfare 
centres,  and  vaccinations  at  a  special  clinic  at  the  Health  Department. 

During  the  year  195  children  have  been  vaccinated  at  the  Health 
Department,  and  164  have  been  notified  as  having  been  vaccinated 
by  general  practitioners,  making  a  total  of  359  primary  vaccinations. 
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Arrangements  are  made  for  practitioners  to  participate  in  the 
campaign  for  vaccination  and  immunisation.  A  great  handicap  has 
been  the  delay  of  negotiation  of  a  fee  for  the  remuneration  of  practi¬ 
tioners  performing  this  work,  but  it  js  gratifying  that  in  December, 
1949,  a  fee  was  finally  brought  into  operation. 

Throughout  the  town,  parents  are  generally  very  interested  in 
having  their  children  immunised  against  diphtheria,  but  there  is  a 
very  regrettable  apathy,  or  even  opposition,  to  having  the  same  children 
vaccinated. 

In  view  of  the  greatly  increased  likelihood  of  the  importation  of 
smallpox  into  this  country,  due  to  the  speed  of  air  travel,  it  is  important 
that  this  protection  should  not  be  neglected.  Propaganda  is  mainly 
carried  out  through  the  medium  of  health  visitors  and  school  nurses, 
as  direct  personal  contact  is  a  much  more  persuasive  method  with  the 
parents  than  any  amount  of  leaflet  circulation. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  and  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  for  the  protection  of  certain  specified  contacts  of  tuberculosis 
by  the  use  of  B.C.G.  vaccine  as  soon  as  supplies  of  the  antigen  are 
available.  (The  approved  amendment  to  the  proposals  made  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  will  be  found  as  an  appendix 
to  this  report.  See  page  86.) 

A  scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  submitted  for 
the  Minister’s  approval  for  the  carrying  out  of  immunisation  against 
whooping  cough.  It  is  hoped  to  initiate  this  scheme  next  year  if  the 
necessary  Ministry  approval  is  given.  It  should  be  stressed  that  if 
whooping  cough  immunisation  is  to  be  of  the  greatest  value,  protection 
should  be  carried  out  when  the  child  is  five  or  six  months  old. 


VACCINATIONS  PERFORMED 


Age  at  31st  December,  1949 

Under  1 

1  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Number  vaccinated 
(Primary)  .... 

177 

137 

8 

37 

359 

Number  Re-vaccinated 

2 

3 

2 

76 

83 

Vaccinations 

Local  Health 

Private 

Performed  by 

Authority 

Practitioners 

Primary 

195 

164 

Re-vaccinations 

32 

51 

31 


DIPHTHERIA 


TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF 


Year  of 

pirth 

Year  of  Primary  Immunisation 

1940 

1941 

1942  1943  1944  1945 

1946 

1947 

1949 

.... 

.... 

1948 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

1947 

.... 

.... 

....  15 

1946 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.  17 

....  480 

1945 

.... 

.... 

....  2  ... 

.  476 

....  84 

1944 

....  20 

....  444  ... 

.  112 

....  30 

1943 

.... 

.... 

....  112 

....  675 

....  178  ... 

.  30 

....  17 

1942 

....  81 

....  434 

....  174 

....  88  ... 

.  14 

....  3 

1941 

....  29 

....  829 

....  154 

....  166 

....  35  ... 

.  23 

....  218 

1940 

12 

....  448 

....  563 

....  Ill 

....  148 

....  72  ... 

.  39 

....  246 

1939 

183 

....  132 

....  301 

....  83 

....  109 

....  86  ... 

.  16 

....  139 

1938 

54 

....  73 

» 

....  241 

....  469 

....  67 

....  42  ... 

.  9 

....  5 

1937 

30 

....  52 

....  376 

....  224 

....  49 

....  13  ... 

2 

— 

1936 

21 

....  246 

....  335 

....  106 

....  47 

....  22  ... 

4 

1935 

115 

....  202 

....  243 

....  149 

....  48 

....  10  ... 

3 

— 

Born 

before 

1935 

378 

566 

657 

595 

141 

• 

40 

4 

— 

Annual 

Total 

793 

1,748 

3,626 

2,437 

1,644 

1,032 

749 

1,237 
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IMMUNISATION 


CHILDREN  IMMUNISED  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


★ 

1948 

1949 

Number  of  children  in  each  age  group 
immunised  at  any  time  up  to  31st 
December,  1949 

No.  of 

children  given 
reinforcing 
injection 
in  1949 

Total  in 

Age  Group 

Age  at  31st 
December,  1949 

....  35 

35 

Under  1  year 

— 

23 

....  525 

548 

1-  2  years 

1 

611 

....  153 

779 

2-  3  years 

1 

180 

....  96 

773 

3-  4  years 

12 

44 

....  94 

700 

4-  5  years 

43 

2,835  Total 

under  5  years 

50 

.  81 

737 

5-  6  years 

169 

72 

....  26 

1,110 

6-  7  years 

45 

151 

....  3 

948 

7-  8  years 

8 

136 

....  4 

1,594 

8-  9  years 

— 

109 

....  3 

1,751 

9-10  years 

— 

72 

....  2 

1,123 

10-11  years 

3 

56 

....  5 

1,021 

11-12  years 

— 

36 

....  5 

787 

12-13  years 

2 

13 

....  6 

800 

13-14  years 

— 

7 

....  3 

780 

14-15  years 

26 

10,651 — Total  aged  5  to  15  years 

8 

3 

2,392 

Total  .... 

310 

1,568  1,044  ....  15,878— Total  number  of  children  who  completed 

-  a  full  course  of  immunisation  since 

1940. 


*  As  amended  by  late  notifications . 
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SECTION  27 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  Ambulance  Service  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  face  the  problem  which  has  persisted  since  the  appointed 
day,  the  problem  of  a  steady  increase  in  the  demands  on  the  service. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  no  clear  evidence  that  the  demand 
had  reached  its  peak. 

Calls 

The  total  number  of  calls  answered  during  the  year  was  8,389,  a 
monthly  average  of  practically  700  against  a  monthly  average  of  456 
in  the  first  six  months  of  operation  of  the  service  under  the  Act.  The 
total  distance  run  amounted  to  68,883  miles,  making  a  monthly  average 
of  5,740  miles  compared  with  a  monthly  average  of  3,768  miles  in  the 
first  six  months  to  December,  1948.  Although  the  service  was  frequently 
far  extended  to  try  to  cope  with  the  demands  on  it,  there  was  never 
an  occasion  when  it  was  not  possible  to  rise  to  the  situation  by  some 
temporary  measure  of  additional  assistance  or  co-operation  with  some 
authority.  The  highest  number  of  calls  answered  in  one  day  was  59 
in  1949  against  a  highest  ever  of  34  in  1948.  Statistics  of  the  ambulance 
service  are  given  on  page  36  and  graphs  on  page  37  show  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  service  in  relation  to  the  number  of  calls  and  miles  run. 

Area 

The  area  served  by  the  ambulance  service  of  the  county  borough 
has  been  unchanged  during  the  year  and  amounts  to  approximately 
60  square  miles. 

Vehicles 

The  deplorable  state  of  the  ambulance  fleet  on  the  appointed  day 
is  almost  forgotten.  At  December  31st,  1949,  there  were  five  ambulan¬ 
ces  and  one  sitting-case  car  in  the  fleet,  no  less  than  three  of  these 
vehicles  having  been  added  during  the  year.  The  first  addition  in 
February,  1949,  was  an  Austin  “Welfarer”  general  purpose  ambulance 
newly  bought  to  relieve  the  desperate  state  of  the  service  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  when  one  new  vehicle,  one  reconditioned  ex-army  ambu¬ 
lance  and  two  fifteen-year-old  vehicles  were  attempting  to  carry  more 
than  twice  the  load  of  six  months  previously.  In  May  it  was  found 
possible  to  transfer  to  the  ambulance  service  a  saloon  car  used  since 
1939  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Since  its  transfer  to  the  fleet 
this  sitting-case  car  has  been  very  heavily  worked,  carrying  more 
passengers  and  running  a  far  greater  distance  than  any  other  vehicle. 
Just  before  the  end  of  the  year  a  new  Bedford-Lomas  ambulance  was 
delivered  and  the  virtually  derelict  1934  Ford  was  withdrawn  from  the 
service.  In  the  autumn  a  new  sitting-case  car  was  ordered  and  should 
bring  the  fleet  up  to  full  strength  in  the  latter  part  of  1950. 
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Garage  accommodation 

For  several  months  the  authority  has  been  negotiating  with  the 
Minister  of  Health  regarding  the  proposal  to  acquire  and  convert 
six  brick-built  garages  on  land  which  was  requisitioned  during  the 
late  war  for  the  Civil  Defence  purposes.  These  negotiations  are  still 
incomplete  and  the  fleet  of  vehicles  is  spending  another  winter  in  the 
open  air.  Covered  accommodation  is  available  for  only  two  of  the 
six  vehicles  and  the  delay  is  causing  much  inconvenience  as  well  as 
considerable  expense.  One  new  vehicle  is  requiring  repainting  and 
repairs  to  the  fabric  roof  within  eighteen  months  of  its  purchase.  The 
whole  of  these  eighteen  months  have  been  spent  without  shelter  from 
sun,  rain  and  frost.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  transfer  to  this  site,  which 
is  conveniently  situated,  will  not  be  very  much  further  delayed. 

Personnel 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  calls  and  in  the  total  average 
distance  run,  made  imperative  increases  in  the  personnel.  Two  further 
driver-attendants  were  appointed  in  April,  1949,  and  an  additional 
one  was  about  to  be  appointed  as  the  year  closed.  The  additional  load 
on  the  service  has  meant  that  the  increases  in  staff  still  provide  no 
margin  for  absences  due  to  accident,  holidays  and  sickness.  The  fore¬ 
man-mechanic  is  more  than  fully  occupied  with  the  maintenance  of 
six  vehicles,  supervision  of  the  personnel,  arrangements  of  shifts  and 
substitutes,  as  well  as  sorting  out  the  calls  as  they  come  in.  It  is  clear 
that  a  general  review  of  the  allocation  of  duties  and  of  the  staffing 
position  in  general  will  be  required  when  the  demands  of  the  service 
become  a  little  more  stable. 

Railway  transport 

It  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  make  use  of  rail  transport  for 
any  cases  during  the  year. 

Further  development 

The  year  1950  should  see  the  authority  equipped  with  the  maximum 
number  of  vehicles  permitted  by  the  approved  proposals  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  will  also  see  the  service  housed  in  satisfactory  depot  and 
garage  accommodation. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Distance 

Journeys 

Patients 

Emergency 

Run: 

Carried 

Calls 

Miles 

Warrington: 

Ambulance  ... 

5,149 

5,536 

687 

35,060 

Car  .... 

833 

842 

Nil 

9,254 

Lancashire: 

Ambulance  .... 

1,004 

1,025 

146 

9,982 

Car  .... 

204 

194 

Nil 

2,051 

Cheshire: 

Ambulance  .... 

948 

1,161 

101 

9,579 

Car  .... 

240 

238 

Nil 

2,579 

Others: 

Ambulance  .... 

11 

11 

Nil 

278 

Car  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total: 

Ambulance  .... 

7,112 

7,733 

934 

54,899 

Car  .... 

1,277 

1,274 

Nil 

13,884 

MONTHLY  SUMMARY 


No.  of  Calls 

No.  of  Patients 

No.  of 
Emer¬ 
gencies 
Ambu¬ 
lance 
only 

Distance 

Ambu¬ 

lance 

Car 

Ambu¬ 

lance 

Car 

Ambu¬ 

lance 

Car 

January 

625 

— 

713 

— 

26 

4,862 

— 

February 

643 

— 

746 

— 

32 

5,315 

— 

March 

598 

— 

699 

— 

49 

4,921 

— 

April . 

535 

— 

645 

— 

59 

4,316 

— 

May  .... 

478 

113 

547 

116 

88 

4,502 

1,026 

June  . 

469 

141 

496 

142 

62 

3,523 

1,877 

July  . 

535 

143 

540 

151 

88 

4,286 

2,135 

August 

501 

167 

514 

171 

102 

3,807 

1,605 

September  .... 

564 

140 

587 

136 

106 

4,717 

1,577 

October 

637 

180 

670 

173 

98 

4,669 

2,103 

November 

782 

216 

788 

214 

107 

4,666 

1,857 

December 

744 

178 

786 

173 

117 

5,352 

1,667 

TOTAL  .... 

7,111 

1,278 

7,731 

1,276 

934 

54,936 

13,847 

Average  distance  per  call  ....  ....  ....  8-2  mile? 

Maximum  number  of  calls  per  day  ....  ....  59 


Average  number  of  calls  per  day 


22-9 
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SECTION  28 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  —  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  tuberculosis 
medical  officer  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  assisted  by  his  joint 
appointment  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  Regional  Board. 
The  tuberculosis  register  has  been  revised  and  amended,  and  routine 
visitation  of  all  cases  has  been  systematised.  This  visiting  is  proceeding 
as  far  as  is  possible  with  the  very  limited  staff  available.  The  shortage 
of  health  visitors  is  a  very  severe  handicap,  as  it  is  intended  that  much 
of  the  preventive  and  after-care  work  shall  be  undertaken  by  these 
nurses. 

A  mass  radiography  unit  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  carried 
out  a  survey  in  the  town  during  the  spring.  Those  examined  were 
principally  workers  engaged  in  industry. 

After-care  of  mental  patients  has  extended  by  the  use  of  the  duly 
authorised  officers  for  this  work. 

Much  useful  preventive  and  after-care  work  has  been  carried  out 
by  close  liaison  between  the  sanitary  inspectors,  home  helps,  nurses 
and  medical  staff,  especially  in  the  cases  of  infirm  persons  living  alone. 
When  attention  is  drawn  to  a  neglected  person  the  case  is  investigated 
by  the  appropriate  officer.  Usually  the  patient  requires  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  which  is  arranged  by  the  medical  officer.  While  the  person  is 
in  hospital  the  sanitary  inspector  arranges  for  the  carrying  out  of 
structural  repairs  to  the  property  and  the  house  is  cleaned  by  the 
Home  Help  Service  ready  for  the  patient’s  return.  By  this  system  several 
previously  dirty  infirm  persons  have  been  rehabilitated  and  assistance 
as  necessary  is  given  to  prevent  a  relapse,  and  in  carrying  out  this 
work  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  powers  contained 
in  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1946,  section  45. 

Health  education  has  been  carried  out  by  the  use  of  posters  and 
window  displays,  and  by  lectures  to  various  societies  and  other  bodies. 


Provision  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus 

A  stock  of  various  sick  room  requisites  and  other  equipment  and 
appliances  has  been  established  at  the  Health  Department,  and  these 
articles  are  available  on  loan  subject  to  a  returnable  deposit,  and  in  the 
case  of  expensive  items,  a  small  rental  in  accordance  with  means.  The 
stock  is  increased  in  accordance  with  the  demand  upon  the  various 
items. 

During  the  year  70  articles  of  sick  room  equipment  were  lent  to 
50  patients. 
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SECTION  29 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


General  survey 

It  has  been  proved  during  the  last  year  that  there  is  a  very  real 
need  in  Warrington  for  the  Domestic  Help  Service,  and  that,  although 
it  was  stated  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1948  that  the  development  of 
the  service  had  been  delayed  by  the  difficulties  of  securing  sufficient 
home  helps,  nevertheless  the  position  has  now  been  strengthened  to 
such  an  extent  that,  at  the  end  of  1949,  there  were  no  less  than  24 
home  helps  fully  employed,  and  also  a  waiting  list  of  82  potential 
home  helps. 

Organisation 

Towards  the  end  of  February  (when  the  present  organiser  was 
appointed)  there  were  three  full-time  and  three  part-time  home  helps, 
and  it  was  obvious  that  the  Home  Help  Service  had  not  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  those  who  were  eligible  to  benefit  under  it.  Most  of 
the  applications  for  a  home  help  had,  hitherto,  been  in  respect  of 
maternity  cases  and  even  these  were  small  in  number.  The  organiser 
considered,  therefore,  that  the  first  step  necessary  was  to  contact  the 
various  factory  personnel  officers,  hospital  almoners,  medical  practi- 
tions,  and  other  official  bodies  in  the  borough  of  Warrington,  with  a 
view  to  publicising  the  service  both  from  the  “patient”  angle  and 
also  the  “home  help”.  This  proved  successful  in  that  it  became  evident 
that  the  reason  why  there  had  previously  been  little  demand  upon  a 
Home  Help  Service  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  public  either  (a)  had 
never  heard  of  the  service,  or  (b)  thought  that  they  could  not  afford  it, 
or  (c)  thought  that  they  must  have  a  home  help  all  week,  whereas  a 
few  hours  per  week  would  suffice  in  many  cases.  Others  had  the 
erroneous  idea  that  the  Home  Help  Service  was  only  intended  for 
maternity  cases  or  that,  if  the  mother  were  to  go  into  hospital  for  her 
confinement  they  would  not  be  eligible  for  a  home  help,  despite  the 
fact  that  young  children  might  be  left  at  home  with  nobody  to  look 
after  them,  or  the  home. 

Having  confirmed  the  need  for  such  a  service  it  was  then  necessary 
to  test  the  supply  of  potential  home  helps  available.  The  organiser, 
in  the  meantime,  had  been  invited  to  address  a  public  meeting  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  as  the  time  had  then  come  for  some  publicity 
to  be  given,  she  arranged  for  the  local  Press  representatives  to  be 
present.  The  result  of  this  was  that  within  even  a  few  days,  84  persons 
applied  to  be  home  helps;  the  number  of  applications  for  help  was 
greatly  increased  and  the  public  became  more  “home  help-minded.” 

This,  of  course,  also  brought  with  it  an  increase  in  the  clerical 
work  and  in  May  it  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  a  clerk-typist. 

In  June,  a  lady  who  is  organising  in  Canada  something  similar  to 
the  Home  Help  Service  (but  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Red  Cross  there), 
visited  the  organiser  during  a  holiday  here  to  discuss  various  aspects 
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and  problems  of  the  service.  She  intended  to  put  some  of  the  ideas 
which  are  at  present  in  use  in  Warrington  into  operation  on  her  return 
to  Canada. 

At  this  stage,  it  was  noticeable  that  the  services  of  a  home  help 
were  being  sought  in  respect  of  persons  who  through  age  or  ill-health, 
had  neglected  their  homes  to  such  an  extent  that,  in  many  cases,  they 
had  become  verminous.  A  different  type  of  home  help  was  therefore 
recruited  who  could  be  detailed  to  such  homes,  and  with  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  and  the  National  Assistance  Board,  it 
has  been  possible  to  give  such  people  a  fresh  start  in  life. 

In  order  to  raise  the  status  of  the  home  helps  and  to  give  them 
a  certain  amount  of  esprit  de  corps,  it  was  then  arranged  for  both  an 
indoor  and  outdoor  uniform  to  be  supplied  to  them,  on  completing 
a  probationary  period.  This  gave  the  opportunity  for  further  Press 
publicity,  and,  in  addition  to  it  being  a  stimulus  to  the  home  helps, 
also  produced  a  further  increase  in  applications  for  help. 

In  August,  the  students  from  Padgate  Training  College  prepared 
a  “Local  Survey  of  Warrington”,  and  the  Home  Help  Service,  being 
one  of  the  new  services  of  the  town,  was  given  some  further  publicity 
and  consequently  still  further  demands  were  made  upon  the  service  > 

Three  months  later  the  organiser  addressed  a  meeting  of  the 
Warrington  and  District  Social  Welfare  Workers’  Group,  and  this 
was  followed  by  a  further  address  to  the  Fairfield  branch  of  the 
Co-operative  Guild. 

A  staff  meeting  of  home  helps  was  held  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
when  the  organiser  reminded  the  helps  of  their  duties  and  conditions 
of  service  and  advised  them  on  any  personal  problems.  Later,  a  Christ¬ 
mas  “tea”  was  held  which  gave  the  helps  an  opportunity  to  meet  in  a 
social  capacity  and  to  realize  that  they  were  not  working  as  individuals, 
but  as  members  of  a  service  which  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Health 
Department. 

The  home  helps  attend  weekly  at  the  office  to  discuss  with  the 
organiser  any  problems  which  have  arisen  in  the  course  of  their  duties. 
In  view  of  the  large  number  of  persons  receiving  help  under  this 
service  it  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  a  visitor  so  that  each  patient 
would  receive  regular  and  frequent  visits,  and  the  continued  need  for 
the  services  of  a  home  help  would  thereby  be  ascertained. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  here  that,  as  a  result  of  a  competition  held 
by  the  National  Baby  Welfare  Council  for  home  helps  throughout  the 
country,  one  of  Warrington’s  home  helps  was  awarded  a  prize  for  writ¬ 
ing  one  of  the  best  essays  on  “My  Job”. 

Internal  organisation 

At  the  beginning  of  March  a  card  index  system  was  introduced, 
giving  particulars  regarding  each  case,  viz.,  the  nature  of  the  case,  the 
amount  of  help  allocated,  the  name(s)  of  the  home  help(s)  attending 
and  the  period  during  which  help  was  required.  The  amount  payable 
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by  the  householder  is  also  inserted  thereon.  Similarly,  an  index  for 
home  helps  was  commenced  which  acts  as  a  cross-reference  and,  in 
addition,  there  is  a  personal  file  for  every  home  help  who  has  been,  or 
is  employed. 

Statistics 

It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  this 
service  since  its  commencement  in  Warrington  in  1945.  Below  is  a 
tabulation  showing  the  number  of  cases  who  received  the  service  of  a 
home  help  during  the  period  1945-49. 

1945  —  2 

1946  —  29 

1947  —  23 

1948  —  19 

1949  —  173 


Home  helps 

In  view  of  the  small  number  of  applications  for  home  helps  which 
was  received  in  the  early  years  and  the  consequent  periods  of  unem¬ 
ployment  for  the  home  helps,  it  was  then  difficult  to  maintain  their 
services.  In  fact,  in  1946,  four  out  of  six  home  helps  resigned  and  the 
reamining  two  left  early  the  following  year.  The  same  thing  happened 
in  1947,  when  five  new  persons  commenced,  but  all  resigned  within  a 
few  weeks  or  less.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  period  of  dormancy 
then  until  the  latter  part  of  1948,  when  four  home  helps  were  enlisted. 
At  the  beginning  of  1949  there  were  three  full-time  and  three  part- 
time  home  helps.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  24  full-time  home 
helps.  The  figures  below  show  how  the  staffing  position  became 
strengthened  month  by  month: — 


1949 

Full  time 

Part-time 

January 

3 

3 

February 

3 

3 

March 

8 

2 

April/May 

13 

1 

June  . 

13 

— 

July  . 

12 

—  ' 

August 

17 

— 

September 

20 

— 

October 

22 

— 

November 

23 

- 

December 

24 

— 

Two  hundred  and  nine  applications  were  received  during  1949 
from  persons  desirous  of  employment  as  home  helps,  but,  of  these, 
the  organiser  rejected  103  and  several  others  were  subsequently 
withdrawn. 

Visits  by  organiser  during  1949  to: 

Home  helps  and  potential  Patients  Liaison  Officers 

home  helps 

92  590  35 
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Visits  by  home  helps 

These  totalled  5,545,  and  were  as  follows: — 


January 

....  106 

February 

♦  .*  • 

....  100 

March 

....  185 

April  . 

....  218 

May  .... 

....  309 

June  . 

....  383 

July  . 

....  484 

August 

....  476 

September 

....  722 

October 

....  765 

November 

....  815 

December 

....  982 

5,545 

Cases  attended  by  home  helps 

Aged 

and  Sick  Maternity 

Acute 

Sickness 

Mothers  with 
young  children 

Total 

January  .... 

7 

3 

2 

2  • 

14 

February 

10 

2 

1 

2 

15 

March  .... 

23 

5 

12 

2 

42 

April 

19 

7 

4 

2 

32 

May 

28 

— 

4 

2 

34 

June 

42 

3 

3 

2 

50 

July 

40 

2 

2 

4 

48 

August  .... 

46 

8 

3 

6 

63 

September 

66 

8 

1 

5 

80 

October  .... 

77 

2 

2 

8 

89 

November 

81 

2 

8 

8 

99 

December 

87 

7 

10 

11 

115 

Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during 

1949 

Category 

Free 

Paid 

Chronic  sick  and  aged 

41 

62 

Maternity 

— 

41 

Mothers  with  young  children 

2 

9 

Acute  illness 

2 

16 

45  128 

Total:  173 


It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that  the  Home  Help  Service  tends  to 
extend  weekly,  and  that  there  is  no  reason  why  demands  cannot  be 
met.  It  was  laid  down  in  the  proposals,  however,  that  no  more  than 
30  home  helps  should  be  appointed  initially,  but  in  the  future  it  may 
be  necessary  to  consider  whether  this  number  should  not  be  increased. 
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SECTION  51 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  mode  of  operation  of  this  service  has  continued  unaltered 
during  the  year.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  extend  the  staff  in 
accordance  with  the  Authority’s  proposals  for  carrying  out  this  service. 
Approaches  were  made  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  an  attempt 
to  obtain  the  part-time  services  of  a  psychiatrist  and  a  psychiatric 
social  worker,  but  owing  to  shortage  of  staff  they  were  unable  to  help. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  Local  Health  Authority  should  make  use  of  the 
advice  of  psychiatrists  at  hospital  clinics  as  far  as  possible,  lay  workers 
providing  the  essential  liaison.  However  this  has  not  fully  materialised 
as  the  Local  Health  Authority  has  not  been  able  to  appoint  a  suitable 
psychiatric  social  worker  or  mental  health  visitor. 

After  care  of  mental  patients  has  much  increased  by  making  use 
of  the  services  of  the  two  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

The  staff  is  as  detailed  in  the  report  of  last  year.  The  two 
Authorised  Officers  have  not  attended  an  appropriate  training  course 
as  no  such  course  has  been  held  within  reasonable  distance. 

The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  consists  of  the  Chairman  and 
Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  together  with  five  other 
members  of  the  Health  Committee,  including  one  co-opted  member. 

The  Sub-Committee  meets  monthly  about  a  week  before  the 
Health  Committee. 

No  duties  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary  associations. 


SUMMARY  OF  PATIENTS  DEALT  WITH  UNDER  THE 
MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913  to  1938 


Persons  found  subject  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year  1949 


Cases  notified  to  Mental  Health  Service  by  Local 
Education  Authority  under  Education  Act, 
1944  (Section  57/3) 

Males 

1 

Females 

3 

Total 

4 

Cases  notified  to  Mental  Health  Service  by  Local 
Education  Authority  under  Education  Act, 
1944  (Section  57/5)  on  leaving  special  school 

2 

2 

Cases  notified  to  Mental  Health  Service  by  Local 
Education  Authority  under  Education  Act, 
1944  (Section  57/5)  on  leaving  ordinary  school 

4 

4 

Section  2  (la)  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913-38  .... 

— 

1 

1 

7  4  11 
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Disposal  of  cases  notified  to  Mental  Health  Service  by  Local 


Education  Authority,  1949 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Statutory  supervision 

.  4 

1 

5 

Admitted  to  certified  institution 

.  1 

1 

2 

Admitted  to  “Place  of  Safety” 

.  1 

1 

2 

Action  not  decided  at  31/12/49 

.  1 

1 

2 

7 

4 

11 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cases  reported  to  Mental  Health  Service  from 
reliable  sources  not  yet  subject  to  be  dealt  with 
but  may  subsequently  become  so 

2 

2 

Cases  notified  to  Mental  Health  Service  by  Local 
Education  Authority  (Section  57/3)  in  1948 
and  cancelled  under  Education  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1948  .... 

1 

1 

Cases  for  whom  representation  has  been  made  to 
the  Local  Health  Authority  by  parents  or 
guardians  and  still  waiting  vacancies  in  certified 
institutions 

2 

2 

4 

Defectives  admitted  to  certified  institutions  on 
petition  of  Duly  Authorised  Officer  (Section 
6).  (These  include  2  cases  notified  from  Local 
Education  Authority  in  1949) 

4 

2 

6 

Defectives  admitted  to  “Place  of  Safety”  (Section 
15).  (These  include  2  cases  notified  from  Local 
Education  Authority  in  1949,  and  2  of  the 
total  were  discharged  to  certified  institution  on 
petition  presented  by  Duly  Authorised  Officer) 

2 

2 

4 

Defectives  discharged  from  certified  institution  by 
Board  of  Control  after  period  of  licence 

2 

_ 

2 

Defectives  died  in  certified  institution 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  under  statutory  supervision  removed 
from  Warrington  area  .... 

1 

1 

Notice  of  escape  of  defective  from  certified  institu¬ 
tion  and  subsequent  recapture 

1 

__ 

1 

Notice  of  recapture  of  defective  after  escape  in  1948 

1 

- 

1 

Total  number  of  defectives  in  certified 

institutions 

at  31st 

December,  1949 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Brockhall  Institution 

16 

11 

27 

Calderstones  Institution 

3 

11 

14 

Newchurch  Homes  .... 

— 

8 

8 

Greaves  Hall  .... 

3 

— 

3 

Royal  Albert  Institution 

1 

1 

2 

Ashton  House 

— 

2 

2 

Lisieux  Hall  .... 

2 

— 

2 

Ramp  ton  State  Institution  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Moss  Side  State  Institution  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Whitecross  Homes  “Place  of  Safety” 

1 

1 

2 

28 


34 


62 


Defectives  on  licence 


Males  Females  Total 

Brockhall  Institution  ....  ....  ....  ....  -  2  2 

Calderstones  Institution  ....  .  ....  2  -  2 


2  2  4 


Total  number  of  defectives  under  supervision  at  31st  December, 
1949 


Statutory  Supervision  M.  F.  T.  Males  Females  Total 

Under  16  years  ....  10  3  13 

Over  16  years  ....  10  9  19  — Totals:  20  12  32 


Voluntary  Supervision 

All  are  over  16  years  .... 

14 

21 

35 

Total  M.D.s  under  supervision 

34 

33 

67 

Total  in  institutions  and  on  licence  .... 

30 

36 

66 

Grand  total  of  defectives  under  institutional 
care  or  supervision 

64 

69 

133 

Guardianship  cases — Nil. 


Whitecross  Homes,  Warrington,  admit  defectives  from  other 
authorities  under  Section  15  “Place  of  Safety”.  The  total  number 
of  patients  under  this  section  at  31/12/49  is  17  males  and  20  females. 
A  number  of  these  patients  are  attending  the  Occupation  Centre. 

All  defectives  under  statutory  supervision  and  their  homes  have 
been  visited  periodically  during  the  year,  and  in  all  cases  they  appear 
well  cared  for  and  home  control  seems  to  have  been  adequate  except 
in  the  case  of  two  male  patients  who  were  admitted  to  institutions 
upon  the  representation  of  parents — having  become  beyond  their 
control. 

The  homes  of  all  persons  under  voluntary  supervision  were  visited, 
but  in  these  cases  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  found  that  a  considerable 
number  were  suitably  employed  and  earning  a  fair  wage.  The  super¬ 
vision  in  most  of  these  cases  can  be  relaxed,  although  the  relatives 
generally  appreciate  the  interest  and  concern  shown  by  the  service. 
One  female  patient  under  voluntary  supervision  was  admitted  to  an 
institution  on  the  representation  of  her  guardian,  and  one  female  has 
been  the  victim  of  an  alleged  assault  and  is  now  pregnant.  The  police 
are  investigating  the  circumstances. 

Visits  have  been  made  and  reports  sent  to  the  respective  institutions 
at  regular  intervals  on  the  progress  of  defectives  on  licences.  In  all 
these  cases  the  reports  have  been  satisfactory,  and  licences  when 
renewed  have  been  issued  to  relatives. 

The  homes  of  19  defectives  in  institutions  were  visited  and  reports 
for  the  purpose  of  Section  11  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  were 
forwarded  to  the  medical  superintendents  of  the  respective  institutions. 
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All  visiting  of  mental  defectives  is  now  being  carried  out  by  the 
Duly  Authorised  Officers.  This  is  meeting  with  success  and  they  find 
there  is  a  more  personal  and  friendly  contact  between  the  relatives, 
the  patient,  and  the  Mental  Health  Service.  The  relatives,  in  most 
cases,  look  forward  to  these  visits  and  readily  avail  themselves  of  any 
advice  and  help  offered. 

During  the  year  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  attended  a  week’s 
course  at  the  Calderstones  Hospital,  Blackburn,  for  mental  defectives, 
which  was  highly  instructional  and  has  been  of  value  to  them  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 


LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACTS,  1890  TO  1930 


Summary  of  patients  admitted  to  hospitals  designed  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  for  the  purpose  of  Section  20,  and  subsequent  action. 


Admissions 

M.  F.  T. 
Section  20  ....  18  18  36 


Subsequent  action 

M.  F.  T. 

The  detention  of  14  males 
and  6  females  was  ex¬ 
tended  under  Section 
21  (a)  these  being  dealt 
with  as  follows. 


Admitted  to  mental  hospital 

Section  16 

6 

1 

7 

Section  1  M.T.A . 

6 

5 

11 

Discharged 

2 

— 

2 

14 

6 

20 

From  order 

Section  16 

1 

4 

5 

Section  1  M.T.A . 

— 

7 

7 

Discharged 

2 

1 

3 

Action  not  decided  .... 

1 

— 

1 

4 

12 

16 

Section  21  ....  9  11  20  The  detention  of  1  male 

and  4  females  was  ex- 
•  tended  under  Section 

21  (a)  these  being  dealt 
with  as  follows. 


Admitted  to  mental  hospital 

Section  16 

1 

1 

2 

Section  1  M.T.A . 

— 

3 

3 

Discharged 

— 

— 

- 

1 

4 

5 

From  order 

Section  16 

3 

2 

5 

Section  1  M.T.A . 

4 

4 

8 

Discharged 

1 

1 

2 

8 

7 

15 

Totals  ....  27  29  56 
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LUNACY  ACTS 

Patients  admitted  to  mental  hospitals: 


To  Winwick  Hospital: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  Section  16 

From  Section  20 

1 

3 

4 

From  Section  21 

3 

2 

5 

From  Section  21  (a) 

7 

2 

9 

Direct 

4 

5  ■ 

9 

To  Whiston  Hospital: 

From  Section  20 

— 

1 

1 

15 

13 

28 

MENTAL  TREATMENT 

ACTS 

To  Winwick  Hospital 

Under  Section  1 

From  Section  20 

7 

7 

From  Section  21 

4 

3 

7 

From  Section  21  (a) 

6 

8 

14 

Direct 

..  38 

41 

79 

To  Upton  Park  Hospital: 

From  Section  21 

..  — 

1 

1 

48 

60 

108 

Total  admitted  .... 

63 

73 

136 

Grand  total  of  patients  admitted  during  1949: 
To  Designated  Hospitals:  Males  Females 

Total 

Under  Section  20 

18 

18 

36 

Under  Section  21 

9 

11 

20 

To  mental  hospitals: 

Under  Section  16  (L.A.).... 

4 

5 

9 

Under  Section  1 — M.T.A. 

38 

41 

79 

<  • 

69 

75 

144 

LUNACY  ACTS 

Patients  discharged  from  mental  hospitals: 


From  Winwick  Hospital: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Section  16 

7 

6 

13 

Section  1  M.T.A. 

....  43 

45 

• 

oo 

oo 

From  Rainhill  Hospital: 

Section  16 

- 

2 

2 

Section  1  M.T.A. 

— 

1 

1 

50 

54 

104 

47 


Deaths 


Winwick  Hospital: 

Section  16 
Section  1  M.T.A 

Rainhill  Hospital: 

Section  16 

Whitecross  Homes: 

Section  16 


Males  Females  Total 
5  4  9 

2-2 

3  1  4 

2  6  8 

12  11  23 


Number  of  Warrington  patients  still  receiving  treatment  in  mental 
hospitals  on  31st  December,  1949,  under  Section  16,  Lunacy  Act,  1890. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Winwick  Hospital 

79 

63 

142 

Rainhill  Hospital 

10 

28 

38 

Whitecross  Homes 

12 

23 

35 

Lancaster  Hospital 

5 

3 

8 

Whittingham  Hospital  .... 

2 

6 

8 

Prestwich  Hospital 

3 

3 

6 

Whiston  Hospital 

— 

1 

1 

Ill 

127 

238 

238 

* 

Number  of  patients  still  receiving 

treatment  in  mental  hospitals 

31st  December,  1949,  under  Section  1,  Mental  Treatment  Act. 

Winwick  Hospital 

23 

22 

45 

Rainhill  Hospital 

— 

1 

1 

Upton  Park  Hospital 

— 

1 

1 

23  24  47 

- -  47 


Total  ....  ....  ....  285 


During  the  year  1949  one  male  and  one  female  patient  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Winwick  Hospital  under  Section  64/67  from  the  Whitecross 
Homes,  and  one  male  patient  from  Rainhill  Hospital  to  Winwick  under 
the  same  section. 

Four  female  patients  were  certified  after  a  period  of  treatment 
under  Section  1  of  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 

Two -patients  served  a  period  of  one  month’s  trial  before  being 
discharged,  during  this  period  they  were  visited  by  the  Duly  Authorised 
Officer. 

Seventy  patients  who  had  indicated  their  willingness  to  receive 
any  help  from  the  After-Care  Service  have  been  visited  on  frequent 
occasions  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer.  A  number  of  these  patients 
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have  been  referred  to  the  Rehabilitation  Officer  for  possible  employ¬ 
ment,  with  in  many  cases  some  success.  Others  have  been  referred  to 
other  appropriate  services,  particularly  the  Council  of  Social  Service 
which  has  been  instrumental  in  assisting  in  the  supply  of  clothing,  etc. 
A  considerable  number  of  persons  have  visited  the  office  for  advice, 
including  many  discharged  patients.  It  is  impossible  to  give  a  reliable 
total  of  the  number  of  these  visits,  but  they  have  been  considerable. 

Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Regional  Psychia¬ 
trist,  and  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  has  been  in  attendance  at  the 
psychiatric  clinic,  and  has  frequently  been  of  assistance  to  the  psychia¬ 
trist  in  the  urgent  removal  of  patients  attending  the  clinic  to  the  mental 
hospital,  both  voluntary  and  for  observation. 

As  will  have  been  noted,  all  patients  dealt  with  from  this  area 
with  two  exceptions  have  been  admitted  to  the  Winwick  Hospital, 
and  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  co-operation 
shown  by  both  the  medical  and  administrative  staff  of  this  hospital. 

A  number  of  persons  were  reported  to  the  Mental  Health  Service, 
in  whose  cases  after  investigation  it  was  considered  that  action  under 
the  Lunacy  Act  was  not  justified;  a  number  of  these  cases  were  dealt 
with  by  preventive  care,  and  as  in  after-care  cases,  many  were  referred 
to  other  branches  of  the  Social  Services.  In  some  cases  they  were 
reported  to  the  justice  who  on  being  satisfied  that  necessary  super¬ 
vision  and  attention  could  be  given  by  relatives,  decided  that  the  care 
of  the  patient  should  be  given  to  these  relatives  according  to  Section 
22  of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

Full  use  of  other  branches  of  the  Social  Services  is  being  main¬ 
tained. 

The  question  of  aged  persons  is  a  considerable  problem,  and  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  beds  and  nursing  staff  in  the  mental  hospitals  for 
acute  cases,  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  admission 
for  this  type  of  chronic  patient.  Compulsory  removal  to  the  mental 
hospital  is  only  taken  when  all  other  sources  have  proved  unsuitable. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  has  been  of  considerable  help  in 
relieving  many  discharged  patients  of  domestic  responsibility,  which 
has  been  of  great  value  in  their  rehabilitation. 

One  of  the  great  problems  in  the  Mental  Health  Service  is  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  obtaining  vacancies  for  female  patients  in 
designated  mental  hospitals  for  admission  under  Section  20  and  21 
of  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  mainly,  I  understand,  due  to  shortage  of 
nursing  staffs. 

This  difficulty  has  not  arisen  in  respect  of  male  patients. 

In  many  cases  admission  to  the  mental  hospital  has  resulted  in 
many  domestic  problems,  such  as  the  care  of  young  children.  The 
Duly  Authorised  Officer  has  been  instrumental  in  finding  a  solution, 
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either  by  accommodation  in  a  day  nursery  or  through  the  Children’s 
Officer  who  has  co-operated  to  the  fullest  extent.  The  solving  of  these 
difficulties  does  much  to  help  in  the  decision  the  patient  has  to  make 
to  accept  treatment,  and  will  enter  the  hospital  free  from  domestic 
worries. 


OCCUPATION  CENTRE 

During  the  year  under  review  the  occupation  centre  developed 
rapidly. 

In  the  middle  of  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  remove  the 
centre  from  the  rather  cramped  premises  in  which  it  had  been  operating 
to  more  commodious  accommodation  in  the  Methodist  School  Room 
in  Knutsford  Road. 

At  the  time  of  removal,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  whereby  20  suitable  children  under  “Place  of  Safety 
Orders”  in  the  Whitecross  Homes  attended  the  centre  daily. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  25  cases  on  the  register, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  53.  Of  these  53  cases  20  were  derived  from 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  11  from  Cheshire,  3  from  Lancashire, 
and  the  remainder  from  Warrington  County  Borough. 

The  staff  has  remained  unchanged  during  the  year,  and  have  carried 
out  their  work  enthusiastically. 

At  Christmas-time  a  small  pantomime  was  produced. 

In  conjunction  with  the  occupation  centre  a  scheme  of  home 
teaching  has  been  started.  There  are  at  present  only  three  patients 
receiving  home  teaching,  but  it  is  hoped  to  further  expand  the  scheme. 


i 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Water  supply 

The  County  Borough  area  is  supplied  with  water  from  three 
principal  sources,  namely,  deep  wells  at  Winwick  and  Houghton 
Green,  boreholes  at  Newton  Hollow,  near  Frodsham  in  Cheshire, 
all  of  which  are  owned  and  controlled  by  the  County  Borough  Council, 
and  a  supply  drawn  from  Lake  Vyrnwy. 

The  following  particulars  are  supplied  by  the  Water  Engineer, 
T.  Nisbet,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  A.M.Inst.C.E. 

(i)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(ii)  During  the  year  34  bacteriological  samples  and  28  chemical 
samples  have  been  submitted  for  examination  with  satisfactory 
results. 

(iii)  There  is  no  significant  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  The  well  and  borehole  supplies  are  chlorinated.  Treatment 
is  afforded  to  the  trunk  main  supply  from  Lake  Vyrnwy  by 
the  Liverpool  authorities. 

(v)  With  the  exception  of  a  very  small  number  of  premises  on  the 
outskirts,  the  whole  of  the  built-up  area  of  the  borough  has 
a  piped  supply  to  each  house  and  no  stand  pipe  supplies  exist. 
(a)  Direct  to  houses,  20,780.  Population:  78,860  (mid- 1949). 

During  the  year  sanitary  inspectors  submitted  four  samples  of  the 
town’s  water  supply  for  bacteriological  examination,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory.  Premises  not  connected  to  the  town  mains  comprise  three 
occupied  buildings  on  the  outskirts  of  the  area  some  considerable 
distance  from  the  main  supply.  These  are  supplied  from  wells. 

Sewerage  and  drainage 

The  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (J.  Y.  Hughes,  Esq.,  M.I.C.E.) 
indicates  that  work  is  actively  in  progress  on  the  Sankey  Valley  Joint 
Sewerage  Scheme  which  will  intercept  sewage  outfalls  now  discharging 
into  the  Sankey  Brook  and  plans  are  proceeding  for  the  civil  engineering 
work  involved  in  the  provision  of  pumping  stations  and  the  sewage 
disposal  works. 

In  order  to  obviate  surface  flooding  in  the  Orford  and  Thelwall 
Lane  areas,  plans  are  in  preparation  for  the  laying  of  additional  sewers 
and  pumping  stations  in  these  areas. 

Sanitary  inspectors  made  1,718  inspections  in  respect  of  drainage 
defects  and  reconstructions  during  the  year.  Fifteen  cesspools  were 
abolished  and  the  drainage  connected  to  the  main  sewer.  Eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five  defects  in  connection  with  eavesgutters,  downspouting, 
sinks  and  drainage  were  remedied  in  response  to  action  by  the  depart¬ 
ment. 
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Closet  accommodation 

Progress  has  continued  with  increasing  momentum  in  the  Cor¬ 
poration  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage 
system  under  the  compulsory  powers  of  Section  47  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  administered  by  the  Borough  Engineer,  and  in  addition 
owners  of  property  continue  to  carry  out  conversions  through  their  own 
contractors. 

Details  of  conversions  carried  out  during  the  year  are:— 

1.  Under  compulsory  orders  (Sec.  47)  ....  ....  644 

2.  Voluntarily  by  owners . .  ....  ....  216 

Sanitary  inspectors  made  843  visits  to  secure  the  repair  or  recon¬ 
struction  of  pail  closet  structures  prior  to  conversion.  Defective  con¬ 
ditions  in  respect  of  416  pail  closets  and  26  water  closets  were  remedied 
by  service  of  notice. 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

Informal  action  only  was  necessary  to  ensure  the  removal  of  one 
caravan  placed  on  unlicensed  land  within  the  borough. 


Verminous  disinfestation 

The  following  table  details  the  type  of  verminous  premises  treated 
and  the  form  of  infestation  dealt  with. 


Type  of 
Infestation 

Type  of  premises 

Total 

Types 

Corpor¬ 

ation 

Houses 

Private 

Dwell¬ 

ings 

Insti¬ 

tutions 

Business 

Premises 

Schools, 

Clinics, 

Nurseries 

Tips 

Bugs 

13 

26 

39 

Fleas 

2 

3 

5 

Cockroaches 

12 

23 

1 

36 

Ants 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Flies 

3 

2 

5 

Crickets 

28 

2 

30 

Miscellaneous 

1 

2 

3 

Silver  fish 

1 

1 

Totals 

60 

55 

3 

1 

3 

2 

All  infestations  yielded  to  treatment  with  Gammexane  or  D.D.T. 
in  powder  or  liquid  form,  and/or  proprietary  materials  containing  such 
ingredients. 
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Common  lodging  houses 

The  number  of  registered  houses  remains  at  two  and  provide  beds 
for  130  persons.  For  the  most  part  the  houses  are  occupied  to  full 
capacity  throughout  the  year.  Twenty  visits  were  made  during  the 
year  to  these  premises. 


Cinemas  and  theatres 

Work  has  continued  throughout  the  year  on  specifications  served 
in  1948  for  improvements  in  connection  with  sanitary  accommodation, 
improved  ventilation  and  cleanliness  at  five  cinemas.  Twenty-one 
visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  examining  work  in  progress. 


Rodent  control 

The  Borough  Engineer  (John  Y.  Hughes,  Esq.,  M.Inst.C.E.)  who 
is  the  designated  officer  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  has 
supplied  the  following  information  concerning  work  carried  out  during 
the  year: — 

“The  number  of  traps  set  during  the  year  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  town  was  624  and  the  number  of  live  rats  caught  in  these  traps 
was  312. 

“In  the  town  area  832  traps  were  set  and  the  number  of  rats 
caught  was  208. 

“Pre-baiting,  principally  on  the  outskirts  along  water  courses, 
has  been  carried  out  and  shows  signs  of  increasing  takes. 

“The  manholes  in  the  borough,  numbering  1,322  have  been 
pre-baited  and  poison  baited  and  the  estimated  kill  of  rats  is 
approximately  650.  Sewer  infestation  continues  to  be  greatest  in 
the  town  centre  near  business  premises  and  at  points  where  food 
and  farm  produce  is  delivered.” 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Acts 

A  total  of  1 1 1  persons  and  firms  were  registered  during  the  year  as 
listed  sellers  of  Part  II  poisons.  All  listed  sellers  have  been  visited 
during  the  year  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  (Miss 
J.  Y.  Stephenson).  Sanitary  inspectors  made  41  visits  in  connection 
with  applications  for  registration. 


Infectious  disease 

Sanitary  inspectors  made  229  visits  of  enquiry  in  respect  of  213 
cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease.  Fourteen  visits  were  made  to 
smallpox  contacts  in  respect  of  service  personnel  and  civilians  returning 
from  abroad. 
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FACTORIES 

1.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authorities 

60 

42 

JO 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority 

397 

182 

17 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local 
authority  (excepting 
out-workers’  premises) 

2 

1 

1 

Total 

459 

225 

28 

V 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

-* 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

_ 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

4 

2 

. 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  .... 

1 

1 

Sanitary 

conveniences  (S.7) — • 
(a)  insufficient 

12 

6 

5 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

20 

7 

_ 

10 

_ , 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

2 

3 

. 

_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 

2 

1 

Total 

42 

20 

— 

18 

— 

Four  outworkers’  premises  were  examined  during  the  year  occupied 
in  connection  with  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
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HOUSING 

Nuisances  and  housing  defects 

A  total  of  1,615  complaints  were  received  at  the  Department 
during  the  year  concerning  the  following  matters: — 


House  disrepair  and  dampness 

....  1,129 

Storage  of  refuse  .... 

28 

Closets  . 

71 

Drainage  and  sewers 

....  148 

Accumulations 

32 

Vermin  and  insects 

....  123 

Animals 

13 

Smoke  nuisances  .... 

4 

Fumes  and  smells 

12 

Paving 

9 

Noise 

3 

Water  supply 

2 

Unwholesome  dwellings  .... 

17 

Miscellaneous  matters 

24 

To  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisance  and  the  remedy  of  disrepair 
2,504  informal  and  936  statutory  notices  were  served,  and  1,625 
informal  notices  and  777  statutory  notices  were  complied  with.  In  13 
instances  applications  were  made  to  the  Court  for  Abatement  Orders. 
(See  Details  of  Proceedings,  page  84.) 

Eight  informal  specifications  and  two  formal  notices  were  served 
for  repair  under  the  the  Housing  Act  in  respect  of  ten  houses  requiring 
them  to  be  made  fit  for  human  habitation  and  five  informal  notices 
and  two  formal  notices  were  complied  with. 

Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  eight  houses  were  made  and  are 
now  operative. 

One  closing  order  on  part  of  a  building  was  determined.  The 
premises  concerned  were  made  fit  and  incorporated  in  an  adjoining 
dwelling. 

One  application  for  a  certificate  of  unfitness  under  the  Rent  and 
Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts  was  made  and  a  certificate  granted. 
One  certificate  was  withdrawn,  the  necessary  work  having  been  carried 
out. 

The  majority  of  complaints  continue  to  be  those  associated  with 
unfitness  and  disrepair  of  dwellings.  Quite  extensive  specifications  are 
served  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  in  respect  of 
houses  which  are  considered  to  have  a  reasonable  life,  and  it  is  probably 
right  to  say  that  some  improvement  results. 

I  believe  the  policy  of  the  Local  Authority  during  the  past  five 
years  in  giving  full  support  to  the  inspectorate  when  requiring  repairs 
to  be  carried  out  has  improved  living  conditions  in  many  instances: 
but  when  considering  the  Report  of  the  Standards  of  Fitness  for 
Habitation  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  majority  of  houses  from  which 
complaints  are  received  are  sub-standard. 

The  standards  and  amenities  provided  in  new  houses,  whether  built 
by  the  Corporation  or  private  enterprise  merely  emphasise  the  wide 
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difference  in  living  accommodation  (and  therefore  standards)  of  those 
people  occupying  many  houses  which  have  long  outlived  their  useful¬ 
ness.  These  latter  in  their  congested  arrangement,  lack  of  amenities, 
damp  and  decrepit  condition,  not  only  impair  the  physical  well-being 
of  their  inmates,  but  inflict  a  feeling  of  hopelessness  and  a  weariness 
of  spirit  not  only  in  the  minds  of  the  tenants,  but  in  those  of  the 
inspectorate,  and  the  owners  of  the  property  when  called  upon  to  spend 
money  in  palliative  measures  of  doubtful  effectiveness;  to  say  little  of 
the  use  of  scarce  materials  and  labour  which  could  be  put  to  better 
purpose.  For  these  houses  there  can  be  no  adequate  action  short  of 
demolition,  and  whilst  the  small  number  dealt  with  in  this  way  during 
the  past  year  is  encouraging,  there  is  need  for  extension  of  this  policy. 

Another  side  of  the  housing  problem  relates  to  the  owners  of 
property,  for  ultimately  it  is  the  amount  of  rent  put  back  into  the 
property  by  way  of  repair  which  prevents  it  reaching  the  stage  where 
it  becomes  unfit  for  human  habitation:  and  here  I  wish  to  say  that 
in  Warrington  the  majority  of  owners  have  tried  to  comply  with  the 
demands  of  the  Department. 

For  the  most  part  rents  are  very  low  and  the  cost  and  extent  of 
repairs  bears  no  relationship  to  the  value  of  the  percentage  included  in 
the  rent  for  that  purpose  by  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions 
Acts.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  increases  in  rent  permitted  where 
improvements  or  improved  fixtures  or  fittings  are  provided,  meets 
the  case  for  this  does  not  include  “repairs”.  Expenditure  on  major 
items  of  structural  repair  such  as  reroofing  or  repointing  or  rebuilding 
of  brickwork  does  not  fall  within  the  category  of  “improvement”  and, 
whilst  undoubtedly  improving  the  lot  of  the  tenant  and  the  structure, 
imposes  a  heavy  drain  (for  which  he  has  no  redress)  on  the  resources 
of  the  landlord,  who  in  many  cases,  is  in  no  better  financial  condition 
than  the  tenants  themselves. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949,  enables  loans  to  be  made  available  to  the 
extent  of  50%  of  the  cost  of  agreed  improvements  effected  at  properties 
by  owners  who  are  prepared  to  expend  a  minimum  of  £100  on  each 
house,  with  repayments  of  the  loan  over  a  stipulated  number  of  years. 
But  this  deals  with  property  which  has  a  life  of  30  years.  There  are 
many  houses  not  only  in  Warrington  but  throughout  the  country  which 
are  in  a  category  for  which  demolition  in  these  times  of  house  shortage 
is  not  the  answer,  but  which  on  the  other  hand,  cannot  be  guaranteed 
a  life  of  thirty  years.  The  rents  of  many  of  these  houses,  inclusive  of 
rates,  range  from  10s.  to  6s.  per  week  and  it  needs  very  little  acquain¬ 
tance  with  building  costs  to-day  to  realise  how  far  40%  of  the  net 
rent  will  go  in  the  matter  of  repairs.  It  is  my  opinion  that  many  of 
these  houses  if  put  into  thorough  repair  could  continue  to  provide 
reasonably  satisfactory  accommodation  for  quite  a  long  time.  Tenants 
of  these  houses  would  also,  I  feel,  be  willing  to  pay  an  addition  to  the 
present  rent  if  the  premises  were  made  fit,  and  owners  would  be 
encouraged  to  regard  their  property  with  an  interest  which  is,  at  present, 
and  perhaps  rightly  so,  at  a  low  ebb. 
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It  is  appreciated  that  only  a  change  in  the  law  of  rent  control  could 
achieve  anything  to  meet  this  point,  but  I  feel  that  the  completion  of 
a  specification  of  repair  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority  should 
permit  a  percentage  increase  in  the  net  rent  of  these  low  rentals  to 
operate  as  long  as  the  property  was  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  state. 
Legislation  on  these  lines  would  go  far  to  improve  the  living  conditions 
of  many  families,  would  hold  up  the  rate  of  property  deterioration,  and 
at  the  same  time  give  a  prospect  of  a  reasonable  return  to  the  owner. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

Eight  inspections  of  dwelling  houses  for  slum  clearance  were  made 
during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: — 

1.  (1)  (a) 


Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  . .  ....  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  and  reinspections  made  for  the 
purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices: 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .... 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made.... 


1,567 

6,337 


18 

85 

8 

10 

535 


2 

Nil 


576 


403 

Nil 


HOUSING  (OVERCROWDING)  ACT,  1936 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  1948  223 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  ....  253 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,806 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  17 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ....  18 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ....  ....  65 
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HOUSING  (NEW  HOUSES) 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1948: 
Total  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) — 


(i)  by  the  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  212 

(ii)  by  other  Local  Authorities  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(iii)  by  other  bodies  and  persons: 

(a)  Private  enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

(b)  Ministry  of  Works  (temporary  bungalows)  ...  ....  Nil 

( b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: — 

(i)  by  the  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  212 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  SHOPS  ACTS 
Legislation  in  force 

The  following  Acts  and  Orders  are  operative  in  the  Borough: — 

Shops  Act,  1912. 

Shops  Act,  1913. 

Warrington  Barbers’  and  Hairdressers’  (Weekly  Half-Holiday) 

Closing  Order,  1926. 

Warrington  Closing  Order  (Butchers),  1921. 

Warrington  Barbers’  and  Hairdressers’  Evening  Closing  Order, 

1927. 

Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Shops  Act,  1936. 

Retail  Meat  Dealers’  Shops  (Sunday  Closing)  Act,  1936. 

Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936. 

Warrington  Sunday  Trading  Partial  Exemption  Order,  1938. 

Warrington  (Padgate  Lane)  Shops  Late  Day  Order,  1938. 

The  general  early  closing  day  in  the  borough  under  the  1928  Act 
is  Thursday.  The  late  day  for  Padgate  Lane  area  is  Friday,  and  that 
for  the  remaining  part  of  the  borough  is  Saturday.  The  closing  hour 
fixed  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Reg.  60  AB.  Defence  (General) 
Regulations,  1939,  to  operate  from  November  to  March  is  7  p.m.  on 
the  late  day  and  6  p.m.  on  normal  days. 

Survey 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  made  to  ascertain  the  various  types  of 
retail  trade  outlets  and  premises  in  the  borough,  the  result  of  which  is 
listed  in  the  following  table. 
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Retail  premises 

Retail  premises  including  those  selling  more  than  one  principal 


commodity  comprise  the  following: 

Bakers  (bread,  cakes  and  pastry) 

56 

Herbalists 

3 

Bicycle  dealers  .... 

27 

Ironmongers 

31 

Boots  and  shoes  (new  footwear) 

32 

Jewellers 

21 

Bookshops 

6 

Launderers 

9 

Butchers 

89 

Licensed  premises — 

Cafes  (open  to  general  public) 

30 

Full  licence  .... 

91 

Car  and  motor-cycle  dealers  .... 

23 

Off  licence 

61 

Chemists: — Dispensing 

17 

Milk  bars 

4 

Druggists  .... 

16 

Music  shops 

3 

China  and  glassware  .... 

29 

Outfitters — Men’s 

42 

Coal  . 

5 

Women’s  .... 

104 

Corn  and  seed  stores  .... 

10 

Petrol  stations  .... 

25 

Confectioners  (chocolates  and 

Photographers  .... 

11 

sweets) 

73 

Sanitary  engineers 

23 

Dairies  .... 

18 

Sports  stores 

5 

Drapers  .... 

44 

Stationers  and  newsagents 

68 

Grocers  .... 

99 

Tailors  .... 

23 

Electrical  equipment  .... 

26 

Tobacconists 

82 

Fishmongers 

23 

Toy  shops 

50 

Florists  .... 

18 

Wallpaper  and  paints  .... 

23 

Fried  fish  dealers 

92 

Watch  and  clock  dealers 

12 

Fruit  and  greengrocers 

83 

Wireless  dealers 

28 

Furniture  dealers 

57 

Miscellaneous  (no  category)  .... 

41 

Hairdressers  shops- — 

Small  general  stores  (not  exceed- 

Men’s 

Women’s  and  beauty 

53 

51 

ing  rateable  value  of  £20)  .... 

309 

Health  food  stores 

3 

2,049 

An  analysis  of  the  above  classication  shows  the  following  numbers 
and  types  of  retail  premises  within  the  borough: — 


Single  trade  shops 

....  951 

Multi-trade  shops 

....  605 

Department  stores  . 

15 

Co-operative  stores  and  branches  .... 

32 

1,603 


Additional  trading  from  market  stalls  and  street  vendors : — 

Street  traders  (mobile)  ....  ....  ....  9 

Covered  municipal  markets,  i.e.,  open  3-6 

days  per  week  ....  ....  ....  ....  240 

249 

Sanitary  inspectors  made  a  total  of  1,596  visits  to  shops  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  survey  referred  to.  In  addition  117  visits  were  made 
concerning  the  “Health  and  Comfort”  requirements  of  the  Act.  In 
eight  instances  additional  sanitary  accommodation  was  secured,  in 
nine  instances  additional  washing  facilities,  in  three  instances  improved 
heating  and  lighting  and  in  four  instances  improved  facilities  for  the 
taking  of  meals  was  provided.  Ten  specifications  were  served  and  nine 
complied  with.  A  warning  was  issued  to  one  fried  fish  and  chip  vendor 
regarding  the  sale  of  fish  and  chips  on  Sundays. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Apparatus  for  the  assessment  of  atmospheric  pollution  was  in¬ 
stalled  at  points  within  the  County  Borough  area  (referred  to  in  the 
following  table)  during  November  and  December,  1949.  Sufficient 
data  is  not  yet  available  to  enable  reliable  conclusions  to  be  drawn — 
in  fact  a  period  of  5  years  will  be  necessary  before  this  can  properly 
be  done — but  some  indication  of  tendencies  will  be  available  in  future 
reports. 


Siting  of  apparatus 


Site 

Apparatus 

Bank  Park 

.... 

(a)  Deposit  gauge 

(b)  Lead  peroxide  gauge 

Cemetery 

.... 

(a)  Deposit  gauge 

(b)  Lead  peroxide  gauge 

Dallam  Farm 

.... 

(a)  Deposit  gauge 

(b)  Lead  peroxide  gauge 

Orford  Park 

..... 

(a)  Deposit  gauge 

(b)  Lead  peroxide  gauge 

St.  Elphin’s  Park 

....  .... 

Lead  peroxide  gauge 

Victoria  Park 

....  .... 

Lead  peroxide  gauge 

Bewsey  School  .... 

....  .... 

Lead  peroxide  gauge 

Health  Dept.,  Sankey  Street  .... 

Smoke  filter  and  802  Volumetric 
Recorder 

Inspectors  carried  out  78  observations  in  connection  with  excessive 
smoke  emissions,  and  75  visits  were  made  to  examine  installations  and 
interview  stokers.  Several  firms  received  the  advice  of  the  technical 
staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power.  The  Fuel  Research  Depart¬ 
ment’s  fire  doors  have  been  fitted  to  Lancashire  boilers  at  the  Baths 
and  at  a  local  tannery  with  satisfactory  results.  Reconstruction  at  a 
local  wire  works  has  resulted  in  the  abolition  of  two  antiquated  vertical 
boilers,  and  the  installation  of  two  oil-fed  Lancashire  boilers  suitably 
equipped  with  automatic  devices  to  detect  excessive  smoke.  Three 
Cochran  boilers  in  another  part  of  the  same  works  have  also  been  fitted 
to  burn  oil  fuel. 

Action  has  also  been  necessary  in  connection  with  nuisance  caused 
by  the  escape  of  hydrochloric  acid  fumes  during  the  filling  of  storage 
tanks  and  work  is  proceeding  in  the  provision  of  preventive  apparatus. 

The  Council  is  represented  on  the  Manchester  and  District  Regional 
Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  subscribes  to  the  work  of  the  National 
Smoke  Abatement  Society,  and  the  Department  of  Industrial  and 
Scientific  Research.  In  the  field  of  atmospheric  pollution  the  Council 
is  represented  on  the  Standing  Conference  of  Co-operating  Bodies, 
which  promotes  the  closest  possible  contact  between  the  Department 
of  Industrial  and  Scientific  Research,  the  representatives  of  local 
authorities,  and  industry  in  the  practical  application  of  the  benefits 
of  research. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 


Number  and  nature  of  inspections 

Tables  I  and  II  indicate  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections 
made  during  the  year  with  conditions  found  and  remedied. 

TABLE  I 


Nature  of  inspection 

Primary 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Re-in¬ 

spections 

Total 

visits 

Nuisan¬ 
ces  or 
defects 
found 

Nuisan¬ 
ces  or 
defects 
remedied 

Statutory  nuisances 

Premises 

1,549 

6,319 

7,868 

7,533 

5,965 

Animals 

15 

14 

29 

11 

4 

Accumulation  or  deposit 

41 

43 

84 

33 

30 

Dust,  effluvia 

2 

7 

9 

2 

1 

Well,  tank,  cistern  or  water 
butt 

5 

5 

10 

6 

3 

Pond,  pool,  ditch,  gutter  or 
water  course 

1 

1 

Tents,  vans  or  sheds 

2 

5 

7 

— 

T- 

Smoke  observations  .... 

78 

15 

93 

1 

Visits  and  interviews 

75 

— 

75 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous... 

10 

12 

22 

3 

2 

Drainage 

Obstructed 

404 

474 

878 

404 

420 

Defective  or  insufficient 

394 

517 

911 

456 

278 

Drainage  tests 

20 

5 

25 

— 

— 

Closets  and  sanitary 
conveniences 

Water  closets  .... 

40 

43 

83 

40 

30 

Pail  closets 

888 

957 

1,845 

632 

416 

Public  conveniences  .... 

2 

5 

7 

8 

8 

Verminous  and 
unwholesome  premises 
Dwellings 

176 

442 

618 

177 

175 

Business  premises 

18 

29 

47 

12 

8 

Licensed  premises . 

8 

15 

23 

5 

— 

Places  of  entertainment.  .. 

20 

1 

21 

2 

9 

Shops  Act 

Closing  . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Sanitary  accommodation, 
meals,  lighting 

84 

29 

113 

25 

24 

Shops  survey  .... 

1,595 

— 

1,595 

— 

— 

General  (including 
byelaws  and  regulations) 

Infectious  disease 

213 

16 

229 

Common  lodging  houses 

20 

— 

20 

— 

— 

Houses-let-in-lodgings 

9 

11 

20 

5 

— 

Offensive  trades 

17 

2 

19 

— 

— 

Stables 

7 

3 

10 

2 

1 

Piggeries 

39 

45 

84 

11 

9 

Tips  .... 

12 

6 

18 

1 

1 

Rats  and  mice 

4 

2 

6 

3 

2 

Pharmacy  and  poisons 

41 

— 

41 

— 

— 

Workplaces 

5 

3 

8 

8 

7 

Exhumations  .... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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TABLE  I — continued 


Nuisan- 

Nuisan- 

Primary 

Re-in- 

Total 

ces  or 

ces  or 

Nature  of  inspection 

Inspec- 

spections 

visits 

defects 

defects 

r 

tions 

found 

remedied 

Food 

Slaughtering  .... 

606 

606 

Private  slaughtering  .... 

11 

— 

11 

— • 

— 

Markets 

•  •  •  < 

70 

— 

70 

— 

— 

Preparing  premises  .... 

•  .  4  . 

125 

85 

210 

159 

46 

Fried  fish  shops 

•  •  «  • 

22 

81 

103 

58 

55 

Cold  stores 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

General  food  shops  .... 

.... 

140 

11 

151 

8 

6 

Street  vendors 

•  •  •  » 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

41 

37 

78 

31 

40 

Butchers  shops 

•  •  •  4 

78 

12 

90 

17 

3 

Food  poisoning 

.... 

6 

5 

11 

— 

— 

Milk 

Cowsheds 

21 

1 

22 

1 

1 

Dairies 

... 

97 

— 

97 

_ 

— 

Pasteurising  establishments 

4  4  4  4 

96 

— 

96 

— 

— 

Milk  shops  and  retail  premises 

8 

9 

17 

— 

— • 

Ice-cream 

Premises 

56 

11 

67 

1 

1 

Shops  . 

.... 

71 

3 

74 

— 

— 

Factories 

Mechanical  . 

72 

110 

1821 

43 

20 

Non-mechanical 

39 

3 

42/ 

Outworkers  .... 

.... 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Housing 

Repair  (Sec.  9) 

10 

35 

45 

10 

7 

Demolition  (Sec.  11) 

4  4  4  4 

8 

20 

28 

8 

— 

Undertakings 

4  4  4  4 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

Closure  (Sec.  12) 

4  4  4  4 

— 

— 

— 

_  — 

— 

Overcrowding 

4  4  4  4 

15 

— 

15 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous . 

.... 

8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Contagious  diseases  of 
animals 

Saleyards  . 

19 

19 

Movement  of  swine  .... 

.... 

26 

— 

26 

— 

— 

Importation  of  animals 

4  4  4  4 

21 

— 

21 

— 

— 

Railway  sidings 

4  4  4  4 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Miscellaneous.... 

2 

2 

Totals 

.... 

7,477 

9,452 

16,929 

9,717 

7,570 
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TABLE  II 


DETAILS  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENT 


Defect  or  contravention 

Defect  or 
contra¬ 
vention 
remedied 

Defect  or  contravention 

Defect  or 
contra¬ 
vention 
remedied 

Dwellings 

Factories 

Roofs 

449 

Cleanliness 

1 

Walls  (interior)  .... 

991 

Overcrowding 

— 

Walls  (external)  .... 

346 

Temperature 

— 

Ceilings 

295 

Ventilation 

2 

Floors 

397 

Drainage  of  floors 

1 

Firegrates 

150 

Sanitary  accommodation: 

Wash  boilers 

39 

Insufficient 

6 

Doors  and  windows 

328 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

Dampness 

1,612 

Not  separate  for  sexes.... 

3 

Lighting  . 

3 

Other  matters  .... 

—  - 

Ventilation 

346 

Chimney  stacks  .... 

167 

Shops 

Gutters  and  dowmspouts 

584 

Insufficient  sanitary 

Downspouts  disconnected 

14 

accommodation 

8 

Yard  or  passage  surfaces 

50 

Insufficient  washing 

Water  supply 

16 

facilities.... 

9 

Food  storage 

— 

Heating  and  lighting 

3 

Verminous 

169 

Facilities  for  meals 

4 

Unwholesome 

14 

Seating 

— 

Ash  bin  stores 

173 

Workplaces 

Drainage 

Cleanliness 

— 

Defective  .... 

72 

Overcrowding 

1 

Inspection  chambers 

3 

Lighting  .... 

1 

Additional  gullies 

5 

Ventilation 

— 

Sinks 

60 

Sanitary  accommodation: 

Sink  waste-pipes  .... 

115 

Males  .... 

2 

Soil  or  vent,  pipes 

5 

Females.... 

2 

Other  necessary  appliances 

1 

New  drainage  provided  .... 

17 

Stables 

— 

Abolished 

— 

Closets  and  sanitary 

Cleanliness 

— 

conveniences 

Surfaces  ....  :... 

— 

Water  closets 

26 

Drainage  .... 

■  •  — 

Pail  closets 

416 

Storage  of  manure 

1 

Water  supply 

2 

Flushing  cisterns 

7 

Piggeries 

- 

Light  and  ventilation 

— 

Surfaces  ....  ....  .-... 

1 

Abolished 

1 

Food  and  food 

Storage  of  manure 

5 

preparing  premises 

■-  * '  ■ 

Drainage  .... 

- 

Surfaces  .... 

27 

Cleanliness 

1 

Ventilation 

18 

Lighting  .... 

10 

Places  of  entertainment 

Drainage  .... 

14 

Cleanliness 

2 

Cleanliness 

32 

Ventilation 

1 

Fittings  (movable) 

10 

Sanitary  accommodation: 

Personal  washing  facilities 

8 

Males  .... 

5 

Cleansing  facilities 

14 

Females.... 

1 

Sanitary  accommodation 

16 

v 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 


Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938— 1944 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
Milk  (Special  Designations),  Act  1949 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 

Milk  Regulations,  1949 

New  legislation 

In  October,  1949,  the  existing  legislation  controlling  the  production 
and  sale  of  milk  was  replaced,  and  the  control  and  supervision  of 
milk  production  at  all  farms  passed  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  who  also  became  responsible 
for  the  licensing  of  producers  of  raw  specially  designated  milk.  Food 
and  Drugs  Authorities  became  responsible  for  the  licensing  and 
supervision  of  pasteurising  and  sterilising  establishments,  and  local 
authorities  retained  the  powers  of  registration,  supervision  and  licensing 
of  persons  and  premises  dealing  in  the  sale — as  distinct  from  production 
- — of  designated  and  undesignated  milk. 

The  special  designations  of  milk  which  may  now  be  used  are 
confined  to  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk,  “Pasteurised”  milk,  “Sterilised” 
milk,  and  “Accredited”  milk.  New  applications  to  produce 
“Accredited”  milk  will  not  be  granted  after  1952,  and  after  1st  October, 
1954,  the  special  designation  “Accredited”  will  no  longer  be  permitted 
to  be  used. 

As  a  result  of  the  Transfer  of  Functions  (Food  and  Drugs)  Order, 
1948,  the  Central  Government  Departments  now  concerned  with 
the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  and  empowered  to  make 
regulations,  either  jointly  or  separately,  are  those  of  Health,  Food, 
and  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Details  of  milk  supply  and  consumption 

The  following  shows  the  form  in  which  milk  is  supplied  to  the 
County  Borough  and  the  average  consumption  per  head  per  day  of 
the  population,  based  on  the  1948  population  figure,  namely  78,860 
persons.  No  differentiation  has  been  attempted  between  the  amount 
of  milk  coming  into  the  Borough  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  con¬ 
sumed,  but  in  addition  to  domestic  consumers,  the  supply  includes 
that  delivered  to  hospitals,  schools  and  factory  canteens. 


DAILY  INTAKE 


T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Raw 

Milk 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Undesignated 

7,373 

galls. 

158 

galls. 

820 

1  galls. 

60 

galls. 

375 

galls. 
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Total  daily  consumption  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8,786  galls. 

Daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  ....  ....  ....  0.89  pints. 


Pasteurised  milk 
Sterilised  milk  .... 

Raw  undesignated  milk 
T.T.  Pasteurised  milk  .... 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk 


83.9%  of  daily  consumption 
9.3%  of  daily  consumption 
4.3%  of  daily  consumption 
1.8%  of  daily  consumption 
0.7%  of  daily  consumption 


It  is  a  matter  for  great  satisfaction  that  95%  of  the  milk  supply 
to  the  Borough  is  that  which  has  been  subjected  to  heat  treatment  in 

approved  apparatus  at  licensed  premises. 

# 


REGISTERED  DAIRYMEN  AND  DAIRIES 
Distributors  .  ;...  ....  213 


Dairies 


Pasteurising  premises 
Wholesale  storage  .... 
Retail  purveyors 


2 

1 

30 

33 


REGISTRATIONS  UNDER  MILK  (SPECIAL 
DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS  AND  REGULATIONS 


Designation 

Regulations 

Type  of  Licence 

No.  Issued 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  (Special 
Designations) 

Order  1936-1948 

Supplementary 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 

do. 

Dealer 

4 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

do. 

Supplementary 

1 

do. 

do. 

Dealers 

3 

Pasteurised 

do. 

Pasteuriser 

2 

do. 

do. 

Supplementary 

2 

do. 

do. 

Dealer 

1 

Sterilised 

Pasteurised 

► 

Milk  (Special 
Designations) 
(Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised) 

Milk  Registers 

1949. 

Dealer 

Dealer 

161 

1 
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SAMPLING  FOR  CLEANLINESS  AND  EFFICIENCY 

OF  HEAT  TREATMENT 


No.  of  samples 

No.  of 

Appropriate 

Class  of  milk 

samples 

tests 

Passed 

Failed 

Phosphatase 

184 

1 

Pasteurised 

191 

Methylene  Blue 
(£  hour  test) 

185 

6 

Heat  Treated 

Phosphatase 

6 

— 

(Undesignated) 

28 

Methylene  Blue 
(£  hour  test) 

22 

6 

Phosphatase 

1 

— 

Sterilised 

4 

Methylene  Blue 

2 

(|  hour  test) 
Turpidity  Test 

4 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Phosphatase 

2 

— 

Pasteurised 

2 

Methylene  Blue 
H  hour  test) 

1 

— 

Raw  milk  tests  for  cleanliness  and  tuberculosis 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  undesignated  raw  milk  were  submitted 
for  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  tests.  Twenty-two  samples  satisfied 
the  methylene  blue  test  and  five  failed  the  test.  Of  two  samples  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  one  sample  failed  the  methylene  blue  test. 
Twenty-nine  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for  examination 
for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  and  negative  results  were  received  in 
all  cases. 


ICE-CREAM 

On  the  1st  May,  1949,  the  defence  available  to  ice  cream  manu¬ 
facturers  who  were  not  complying  with  regulation  3  (b)  (iii)  of  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947,  lapsed  and  from 
that  date  it  became  necessary  for  cooling  apparatus  to  be  installed 
enabling  hot  ice  cream  mixture  to  be  reduced  to  a  temperature  of  not 
more  than  45°F  within  \\  hours  and  to  be  maintained  at  such  a  tem¬ 
perature  until  freezing  was  begun. 

The  provision,  included  in  the  Regulations,  requiring  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  such  indicating  and  recording  thermometers,  which  the  local 
authority  consider  necessary  to  indicate  and  record  temperatures  at 
which  the  ice  cream  mixture  must  be  raised,  kept  or  reduced,  remains 
in  abeyance  awaiting  a  date  to  be  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  effectiveness  of  the  Regulations  is 
considerably  hampered  by  the  inability  of  local  authorities  to  enforce 
this  requirement,  and  the  continued  delay  in  fixing  an  appointed  day 
for  the  article  to  come  into  operation  would  not  now  seem  to  be  justified 
on  the  ground  of  shortage  of  such  apparatus. 

The  question  of  a  legal  standard  governing  the  composition  of 
ice  cream  has  continued  to  exercise  the  minds  of  local  authority  officers, 
members  of  the  general  public  and  Government  departments,  but  the 
continued  shortage  of  essential  fats  and  sugars  apparently  remains 
the  obstacle  to  this  desirable  end. 

In  April,  1949,  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  Circular  M.F.  3/49  notified 
local  authorities  that  manufacturers,  In  return  for  an  increased  alloca¬ 
tion  of  sugar  and  fat,  were  required  to  sign  an  undertaking  that  ice 
cream  manufactured  by  them  would  have  a  minimum  fat  content  of 
2\  per  cent.  The  Ministry  strongly  and  rightly  emphasised  that  the 
use  of  a  minimum  fat  content  of  2\  per  cent  for  this  purpose,  was  not 
to  be  interpreted  as  meaning  that  this  figure  was  regarded  by  the 
Ministry  as  a  proper  standard  for  ice  cream.  The  Ministry  also  re¬ 
quested  local  authorities  to  supply  them  with  the  results  of  ice  cream 
analyses  taken  in  their  areas. 

Whilst  no  particular  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  sampling  of 
ice  cream  for  this  purpose  in  Warrington,  seventeen  samples  were  taken 
during  the  summer  months  from  vendors  with  the  following  results: — 


Less  than  3%  fat 

More  than  3%  and  less  than  5%  .. 
More  than  5%  and  less  than  8%  . 
More  than  8%  and  less  than  11% 
More  than  11%  and  less  than  15% 
More  than  15%  and  less  than  20% 
More  than  20% 


. 5 

.  5 

2 

. .  2 

.  1 

/  including  fat  present  \  1 

\  in  chocolate  coating  /  1 

17 


Four  samples  only  failed  to  reach  a  2-5%  fat  content,  and  one  is 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  even  with  available  supplies  of  raw 
materials  a  minimum  fat  content  of  eight  or  nine  per  cent  should  not 
be  impossible  of  achievement. 

The  results  of  the  bacteriological  sampling  of  ice  cream  presents 
a  problem  not  always  directly  attributable  to  manufacturing  deficiencies, 
but  in  the  case  of  vendors  of  loose  ice  cream  is  to  be  associated  more 
appropriately  with  inadequate  facilities  in  vehicles  for  protection  and 
personal  cleanliness  and  the  lack  of  appreciation  amongst  roundsmen 
that  the  great  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  manufacturing 
premises  and  apparatus  is  all  to  the  end  that  the  consumer  shall  eat  a 
product  which  is  free  from  harmful  organisms,  and  should  be  handled 
or  displayed  in  a  manner  which  adds  no  undesirable  ingredient  to 
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the  product.  It  would  certainly  call  for  comment  if  designated  milk 
was  permitted  to  be  retailed  in  receptacles  exposed  to  wind-blown 
dust  and  dirt  in  the  streets:  but  this  is  precisely  what  happens  in  many 
cases  to  ice  cream  produced  under  the  most  hygienic  conditions. 
Disregarding  for  the  time  being  the  opinions  expressed  for  and  against 
the  compulsory  wrapping  of  ice  cream,  there  does  seem  to  be  a  case 
for  consideration  that  where  ice  cream  blocks  are  factory  wrapped, 
they  should  be  sold  to  the  consumer  in  that  condition,  and  not,  as 
occurs  in  the  larger  blocks,  be  subjected  to  a  cutting  process  and  a 
placing  between  wafers  by  a  method  which  involves  the  bacterio- 
logically  dirty  thumb  of  the  server  being  placed  on  the  frozen  block 
as  a  preliminary  to  attaching  the  top  wafers. 

To  meet  these  points  manufacturers  and  retail  vendors  in  Warring¬ 
ton  were  circularised  in  August,  1949,  to  the  effect  that  the  sale  of 
loose  ice  cream  and  the  display  of  cornets  and  wafers  from  open 
barrows  and  vehicles  was  not  considered  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  Article  5  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947, 
which  requires  that  ice  cream  shall  be  protected  from  dirt,  dust  and 
other  contamination  at  all  times  during  inter  alia  its  distribution,  and 
that  in  addition  to  all  round  weather  protection,  the  provision  of  hot 
water  and  facilities  for  cleansing  of  hands  would  be  required  on  all 
types  of  vehicles  from  which  loose  ice  cream,  or  cut  blocks  were  sold 
in  the  streets.  The  inability  to  require  the  registration  of  persons  and 
vehicles  selling  ice  cream  from  outside  the  boundary  of  the  borough 
and  not  having  these  facilities  is  a  weakness  in  supervisory  control, 
which  at  the  moment  can  only  be  met  by  notification  to  the  registering 
authority  or  by  taking  proceedings  under  Article  5  against  the  vendor. 

Seventeen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  grading  with  the  following  results: 

Provisional  Grade  1—5  samples 

Provisional  Grade  2—4  ,, 

Provisional  Grade  3 —  ,, 

Provisional  Grade  4 — 8  „ 

Particulars  of  registration 

Premises  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ....  ....  ....  5 

Premises  for  storage  and  sale  of  loose  ice-cream  ....  ....  ....  2 

Premises  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  prepacked  ice-cream  .  78 

During  the  year  one  manufacturer  ceased  to  manufacture  and 
obtained  his  ice  cream  from  an  outside  area.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  visits  were  made  by  inspectors  to  ice  cream  premises  during 
the  year. 
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FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES 


Disquieting  disclosures  throughout  the  country  of  the  conditions 
under  which  meat  products  were  manufactured,  combined  with  the 
known  effects  of  illness,  indisposition,  and  possible  mortality  which 
could  result  from  the  consumption  of  food  prepared  in  such  premises, 
gave  stimulus  and  publicity  to  the  need  for  careful  inquiry,  frequent 
inspection  and  ever  constant  vigilance  in  the  control  and  supervision 
of  such  premises.  At  a  national  level  the  Minister  of  Food  appointed 
a  Departmental  Committee  (the  Meat  Products  Working  Party)  to 
investigate  and  make  recommendations  concerning  hygienic  conditions 
in  the  meat  manufacturing  trades,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
new  model  byelaws  were  issued  by  the  Ministry  for  adoption  by  local 
authorities,  designed  to  apply  generally  to  all  branches  of  the  trades 
concerned  in  the  production,  sale  and  distribution  of  food.  The  bye¬ 
laws  are  in  process  of  adoption  in  Warrington. 

Work  on  the  improvement  in  these  and  other  types  of  food  premises 
within  the  borough  has  been  in  progress  from  1944  onwards,  culminat¬ 
ing  in  early  1949  with  the  completion  of  a  survey  designed  to  show, 
very  broadly,  its  effect  over  five  years  and  to  obtain  reliable  data  on  the 
varying  types  of  registrable  and  unregistrable  premises  controlled  by 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  premises  inspected  were  classed  in  three  categories,  namely: 
satisfactory  premises  in  category  A;  premises  requiring  attention  short 
of  reconstruction  in  category  B;  and  premises  requiring  construction 
in  category  C.  The  following  table  shows  the  information  obtained 
and  the  progress  made  in  the  completion  of  specifications  served  for 
repair  or  reconstruction. 


Registrable  premises  (see  14) 


Premises 

No. 

Category 

Specifications 

A. 

B. 

C. 

Served 

Complied 

with 

(a)  Cooked  meats  only  .... 

10 

4 

3 

3 

9 

8 

(b)  Cooked  meats  com- 

bined  with  butchers’ 

premises 

40 

8 

19 

13 

13 

8 

(c)  Cooked  meats  com- 

bined  with  bake- 

houses 

33 

10 

14 

9 

13 

10 

2.  Fish  friers 

93 

15 

33 

45 

24 

15 

3.  Ice-cream 

(a)  Manufacture  .... 

5 

5 

5 

5 

(b)  Sale  and/or  storage  .... 

80 

80 

261 

122 

69 

70 

64 

46 

70 


Of  the  forty-six  specifications  complied  with  transfers  to  higher 
categories  were  made  possible  in  thirty-six  instances  as  indicated 
below: — 

1.  New  establishments  brought  to  A  standard  .  9 

2.  Category  C  premises  brought  to  A  standard .  13 

3.  Category  B  premises  brought  to  A  standard .  11 

4.  Category  C  premises  brought  to  B  standard .  3 


Premises  subject  to  Section  13 


C 

Category 

Specif 

ication 

Premises 

No. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

Served 

Complied 

with 

1.  Fish  fryers  (dining 

accommodation) 

7 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2.  (a)  Restaurants,  cafes, 
hotel  kitchens,  milk 

bars,  snack  bars) 

35 

7 

25 

3 

13 

9 

(b)  Industrial  canteens  .... 

23 

9 

13 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  school  cooking  centres 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Bakehouses 

15 

6 

3 

6 

10 

6 

4.  Butchers*  shops 

90 

24 

52 

14 

18 

9 

5.  Mobile  vans 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tripe  boilers 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

7.  Slaughter  houses 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

8.  Potato  peelers  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

9.  Potato  crisp  fryers 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

y 

10.  Sweet  boilers 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

185 

54 

104 

27 

50 

30 

Of  the  thirty  specifications  complied  with  transfers  to  higher 
categories  were  made  possible  in  seventeen  instances  as  indicated 
below: — 


1.  Newly  established  premises  brought  to  A  standard  ....  5 

2.  Category  C  premises  brought  to  A  standard  .  5 

3.  Category  B  premises  brought  to  A  standard  ....  ....  7 

Three  establishments  ceased  to  be  used  as  food  preparing  premises 
as  a  result  of  inability  to  comply  with  a  specification  designed  to  bring 
them  up  to  a  reasonable  standard. 

Food  poisoning 

One  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year  in  which 
approximately  144  employees  of  a  local  firm  were  affected  in  varying 
degree  with  symptoms  of  abdominal  pain  and  diarrhoea  some  hours 
after  their  consumption  of  a  mid-day  meal  prepared  in  the  works  canteen 
kitchen.  No  deaths  occurred. 

The  food  consumed  at  the  mid-day  meal  consisted  of  roast  beef, 
new  boiled  potatoes,  dried  peas  and  gravy,  with  a  sweet  comprising 
boiled  jam  sponge  pudding  and  custard.  An  alternative  menu  also 
eaten  by  persons  exhibiting  symptoms  was  cold  roast  beef,  new 
potatoes  with  salad  of  lettuce,  tomatoes,  cucumber,  beetroot,  spring 
onions  and  bread  and  butter.  No  salad  dressing  was  used  and  the 
alternate  sweet  was  tapioca  pudding. 
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Staphylococci  (Aureus  type)  were  recovered  from  the  faeces  of 
persons  consuming  the  meal  and  from  the  nose  and/or  throat  of  all  the 
kitchen  workers  (9  persons).  No  item  of  food  was  available  for  examina¬ 
tion,  but  there  was  evidence  of  reheating  of  custard  and  gravy. 

The  outbreak  appeared  to  be  attributable  to  gross  staphylococcal 
infection  of  the  food  consumed,  caused  by  unhygienic  practices  and 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  kitchen  staff,  contributed  to  by  the 
congested  and  overcrowded  quarters  for  the  preparation  of  food. 
Storage  facilities  were  poor;  there  was  no  refrigerator  and  redecoration 
was  overdue.  The  habits  of  the  kitchen  staff  which  included  a  boisterous 
chatting  and  laughing  whilst  preparing  the  foodstuffs  are  significant 
when  considering  the  congestion  of  the  kitchen  accommodation  the 
inaccessibility  of  washing  accommodation  and  the  heavy  infection  with 
staphylococcal  organisms  of  nose  and  throat  swabs  taken  from  these 
workers. 

Arrangements  were  immediately  made  for  the  treatment  of  the 
kitchen  workers  to  clear  up  the  staphylococcal  infection;  for  the  re¬ 
planning  and  enlarging  of  the  kitchen,  and  for  instruction  to  the  staff 
in  personal  hygiene  and  behaviour  whilst  preparing  foodstuffs  for 
general  consumption.  Both  management  and  staff  co-operated  willingly, 
and  great  improvement  has  been  made  at  this  firm  for  the  preparation, 
storage  and  sale  of  food. 

Inspections 

Two  hundred  and  ten  inspections  were  made  of  preparing  premises, 
151  of  general  food  shops,  113  of  fried  fish  premises,  78  of  bakehouses, 
and  90  of  butchers’  shops.  Specifications  in  respect  of  23  premises 
were  complied  with  during  the  year,  the  details  of  which  are  referred  to 
in  Table  II  (page  64,  Details  of  Sanitary  Improvement). 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  voluntarily  surren¬ 
dered  during  the  year: 


Commodities 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Bacon 

1 

1 

17 

Butter 

— 

— 

24 

Cheese 

1 

— 

— 

Cooking  fat  (industrial)  . 

3 

— 

9 

Fish  .... 

14 

— - 

Fruit  (fresh  and  dried)  . 

12 

3 

20 

Meat  (cooked  and  uncooked) 

Preserves,  confectionery,  etc . 

Canned  foodstuffs 

1 

7 

3 

2 

26 

18 

Meat 

16 

2 

23 

Fish . 

2 

— - 

22 

Milk  . 

9 

3 

4 

Vegetables  .... 

6 

1 

22 

Fruit  . 

3 

3 

25 

Preserves,  etc.  . 

8 

— — 

17 

Cereals  . 

10 

— 

6 

Total  weight . 

5 

18 

2 

9 
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Legal  proceedings 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  conditions  found  in  a  bake¬ 
house  following  the  seizure  of  a  loaf  of  bread  containing  tobacco. 
(See  Table  III — details  of  Legal  Proceedings,  page  84). 

Liaison  with  other  departments  and  authorities 

All  applications  to  the  food  officer  for  catering  licences  are  referred 
for  report  and  recommendation  on  the  suitability  of  the  premises. 

All  plans  submitted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  involving  premises 
for  food  preparation  or  sale  are  referred  for  examination  and  report. 

H.M.  District  Inspector  of  Factories,  by  arrangement  refers  to  the 
Department  evidence  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  established 
premises,  and  whilst  carrying  out  inspections  under  the  Shops  Acts, 
Factories  Acts,  etc.,  the  district  sanitary  inspectors  review  arrange¬ 
ments  in  connection  with  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  during 
the  year  was  196.  (See  Table  I.) 


The  average  percentage  composition  of  milk  samples  submitted 
for  analysis  and  reported  genuine  is  indicated  in  the  following  table: — 


Period 

No.  of 
Samples 

Milk 

Fat 

Solids 
not  Fat 

1st  Quarter  (January  1st  to  March  31st) 

32 

3-49 

8*76 

2nd  Quarter  (April  1st  to  June  30th)  . 

50 

3-39 

8-88 

3rd  Quarter  (July  1st  to  September  30th) 

21 

3-38 

8-84 

4th  Quarter  (October  1st  to  December  31st)  .... 

25 

3-61 

8-69 

128 

3-47 

8*78 

The  minimum  presumptive  standard  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Order, 
1939,  for  genuine  milk  is  3-0%  milk  fat  and  8-5%  milk  solids-not-fat. 


Of  151  formal  samples  of  milk  submitted,  23  samples  or  15*2% 
failed  to  reach  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Sale  of  Milk  Order,  1939. 
For  the  most  part  these  samples  comprise  samples  reported  as  genuine 
but  abnormal  milks,  follow-up  samples,  and  “appeal  to  cow”  samples 
taken  as  a  result  of  an  original  deficiency  which  proved  the  original 
deficiency  to  be  due  to  poor  quality  milk  given  by  the  herd. 

1.  Reported  as  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  but  certified  as 

genuine  but  abnormal  milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

2.  Reported  as  deficient  in  fat  but  which  on  “appeal  to  cow” 

must  be  accepted  as  genuine  .  .  8 

3.  Small  deficiencies  in  fat  attributable  to  failure  to  ade¬ 

quately  mix  supplies  .  5 


17 
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Of  the  remaining  6  samples,  4  samples  revealed  fat  deficiencies 
ranging  from  6-3%  to  3%  and  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  case  of 
the  remaining  2  samples.  (See  Table  III,  details  of  legal  proceedings 
page  84.) 


No  excessive  or  prohibited  preservatives  were  found,  and  no 
offences  under  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order  were  detected. 


TABLE  I 


Article 

No.  of 
Sampl 

es 

No. 

Genuine 

No.  not 
Genuine 

Formal  j 

Informal 

Total 

I  Formal 

. 

Informal 

Total 

t  Formal 

Informal 

73 

•«-> 

o 

h 

Milk  . 

151 

1 

152 

128 

1 

129 

23 

23 

Chips  . 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cooking  fat  (sweetened) 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cornflour  . 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  flavouring 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Edible  oil  . 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

T- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gravy  browning 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  milk 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Olive  oil . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rum  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Slab  oil  . 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Veal  and  ham  loaf  (canned) 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Borax  (purified) 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Castor  oil  . 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cephos  powder  .... 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chemical  food  .... 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cough  mixture . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cream  of  tartar . 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Epsom  salts  . 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glauber  salts 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ice-cream 

— 

17 

17 

— 

17 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Jelmol 

. . . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Senna  pods 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Bread  . 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Beer  . 

.... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gin 

.... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Whiskey . 

, . , . 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Peanut  butter  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— * 

— 

155 

41 

196 

131 

38 

169 

24 

3 

27 

74 


TABLE  II 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  RESPECT  OF 
SAMPLES  REPORTED  BY  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST  TO  BE 

NOT  GENUINE 


No.  of  Sample 

Article 

Extent  of 
Adulteration 

Action  taken 

Infor¬ 

mal 

For¬ 

mal 

803 

Milk 

Deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  extent  of 
2-1% 

Analyst  reports  an 
abnormal  milk.  Defi¬ 
ciency  not  attributable 
to  presence  of  extra¬ 
neous  water. 

812 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  5% 

Further  samples  taken. 
See  result  of  sample 
817  taken  at  point  of 
delivery  to  retailer  of 
sample  No.  812. 

817 

Milk 

. 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  3% 

One  of  four  samples 
from  a  single  herd 
taken  at  point  of  de¬ 
livery  to  retailer  of 
sample  No,  812.  The 
fat  content  of  the  four 
samples  when  aggre¬ 
gated  exceeded  the 
minimum  of  3%  milk 
fat.  The  retailer  and 
producer  were  instruc¬ 
ted  to  ensure  adequate 
mixing  of  the  bulk 
supply. 

824 

Cooking  fat 

Rancid  and  unsuitable 
for  use  in  food. 

Sample  taken  from  a  3 
cwt.  drum  of  fat  in¬ 
voiced  for  “Industrial 
purposes  only”  to  a 
local  potato  crisp 
manufacturer.  Drum 
of  fat  surrendered  by 
manufacturer  on  indi¬ 
cation  of  unsoundness 
and  disposed  of  to  soap 
manufacturer.  (Action 
taken  in  co-operation 
with  local  Ministry  of 
Food  Enforcement 
Officer.) 

832 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  ot  6  •  3  % 

One  of  four  samples  from 
a  single  herd  taken  in 
transit  to  retailer.  Fat 
content  of  the  four 
samples  when  aggre¬ 
gated  exceeded  mini¬ 
mum  of  3%  milk  fat. 
Producer  instructed  to 
ensure  adequate  mix¬ 
ing  of  bulk  supply. 

838 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  6  •  3  % 

Further  sampling  gave 
satisfactory  result. 
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TABLE  II — Continued 


No.  of  £ 

Sample 

Article 

Extent  of 
Adulteration 

Action  taken 

Infor¬ 

mal 

For¬ 

mal 

842 

Canned  veal 
&  ham  loaf. 
(Request 
sample) 

Portions  contaminated 
with  violet  syn¬ 
thetic  dye. 

No  further  action  in  view 
of  harmless  character 
of  dye. 

850 

Milk 

Milk  containing  not* 
less  than  4%  extra¬ 
neous  water 

Proceedings  taken.  (See 
details  of  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings,  page  84.) 

861 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  5*3% 

Samples  861  and  865 
were  taken  from  a 
retailer.  See  result  of 

865 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  ot  10-6% 

sample  869  tak^n  at 
point  of  delivery  to 
vendor  of  samples  861 
and  865. 

869 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  6-6% 

Taken  at  point  of  delivery 
to  vendor  of  samples 
861  and  856.  See 
“Appeal  to  cow 
sample”  No.  872. 

872 

Milk  (Appeal 
to  cow) 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  5-5% 

Appeal  to  cow  sample 
from  herd  supplying 
vendor  of  samples  861 
and  865.  Milk  pre¬ 
sumed  sold  as  it  came 
from  cows. 

862 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  10% 

Proceedings  taken.  (See 
details  of  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings,  page  84.) 

863 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  3  •  3  % 

Further  sampling  gave 
satisfactory  result. 

882 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  8  •  3  % 

These  samples  were  part 
of  a  consignment  of 
eleven  chums  sampled 
at  point  of  delivery  to 

885 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  6  -6% 

retailer,  the  remaining 
seven  samples  taken 
being  genuine.  The 
results  of  the  samples 
were  communicated  to 

887 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  13-3% 

the  producer.  Visits 
were  made  to  the  farm 
and  the  factors  affect¬ 
ing  a  reduced  milk  fat 

910 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  6-6% 

content  were  discussed 
with  the  producer,  who 
undertook  to  put  into 
effect  certain  sugges¬ 
tions  concerning  his 
herd,  to  be  followed  by 
sampling  at  the  point 
of  delivery  to  the  re¬ 
tailer.  Results  were 
passed  to  the  pro¬ 
ducer,  and  one  small 
deficiency  only  since 
has  been  recorded  outof 
eighteen  samples  taken. 
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TABLE  II — Continued 


No.  of  Sample 

Article 

Extent  of 
Adulteration 

Action  taken 

Infor¬ 

mal 

For¬ 

mal 

935 

Bread 

Bread  containing 
tobacco 

Seized  and  condemned 
by  Justice  of  Peace. 
(See  details  of  legal 
proceedings  page  84.) 

936 

Milk 

Deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  extent  of 
3*5% 

Analyst  reports  an  ab¬ 
normal  milk.  No  evi¬ 
dence  of  extraneous 
water. 

943 

Milk 

Deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  extent  of 
1-64% 

Analyst  reports  an  ab¬ 
normal  milk.  No  evi¬ 
dence  of  extraneous 
water. 

953 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  3  •  3  % 

Further  sampling  carried 
out. 

957 

Milk 

Deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  extent  to 

M% 

Analyst  reports  an  ab¬ 
normal  milk.  No  evi¬ 
dence  of  extraneous 
water. 

975 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  5% 

Further  sampling  carried 
out.  See  result  of 
sample  987. 

987 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  16-6% 

Sample  987  was  taken 
from  a  12-gall,  chum 
containing  the  residue 
of  the  morning’s 
round,  namely  4  galls. 
A  sample  taken  from  a 
full  chum  was  genuine. 
Deficiency  attributed 
to  failure  of  roundsman 
to  properly  plunge 
milk  and  a  warning 
letter  was  sent  drawing 
his  attention  to  this. 

982 

Gin 

Gin  containing  7% 
extraneous  water 

Proceedings  taken  against 
licensee  and  barman. 
(See  details  of  legal 
proceedings  page  84.) 

989 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  5% 

Further  sampling  carried 
out. 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT 

Premises 

The  Orford  Green  slaughterhouse,  owned  by  the  Warrington 
Co-operative  Society,  continues  to  be  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
for  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption.  The  slaughter¬ 
house  serves  the  needs  of  the  County  Borough  and  the  Warrington 
Rural  District  comprising  a  population  of  approximately  103,000 
persons. 

The  defects  of  the  existing  provision  are  well  known;  the  Warrington 
and  District  Butchers’  Association  has  from  time  to  time  strongly 
urged  the  Local  Authority  to  press  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  be  permitted 
to  proceed  with  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  public  abattoir;  the  Local 
Authority  has  approached  the  Minister  in  the  light  of  his  statement 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  8th  August,  1947,  when  he  indicated 
that  only  at  places  where  present  slaughtering  facilities  are  seriously 
inadequate,  and  where  a  public  slaughterhouse  would  clearly  fit  in 
with  any  likely  long-term  scheme  would  local  authorities  be  encouraged 
to  go  ahead  with  plans  for  the  erection  of  new  slaughterhouses.  The 
Ministry  could  not  agree  that  the  slaughterhouse  which  it  uses  at 
Warrington  was  so  bad  that  a  new  slaughterhouse  must  be  built  as  a 
matter  of  urgency,  and  in  the  absence  of  a  declaration  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  on  long-term  policy,  regretted  it  would  not  be  justified  in  en¬ 
couraging  the  Council  to  proceed. 

Apart  from  the  disadvantages  of  its  situation  in  relation  to  railway 
sidings  and  collecting  centres,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  most 
adverse  feature  of  the  existing  premises  is  the  complete  absence  of 
satisfactory  cooling  facilities  for  newly  dressed  bovine  carcases.  This 
was  again  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Ministry  officers  in  August, 
1949,  together  with  other  matters,  and  there  is  good  reason  for  believing 
that  this  essential  provision  is  at  last  within  reasonable  prospect  of 
attainment.  Such  a  provision  will  go  far  to  secure  the  best  available 
conditions  for  the  preservation  of  meat  against  contamination  by  flies, 
and  from  other  adverse  factors,  in  circumstances  attending  the  use  of 
the  premises  in  a  manner  for  which  they  were  never  designed. 

Slaughtering 

The  number  of  animals  killed  and  examined  during  the  year  shows 
an  increase  of  1,366  over  1948  distributed  over  all  types  with  the 
exception  of  calves  which  shows  a  small  reduction. 


1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Cattle  (excluding  cows)  .... 

2,193 

2,180 

2,297 

2,112 

Cows 

2,390 

1,925 

2,106 

2,569 

Calves 

1,709 

1,727 

1,965 

2,415 

Sheep  and  lambs  .... 

15,610 

15,012 

11,541 

19,854 

Pigs  . 

514 

206 

130 

240 

22,416 

21,050 

18,039 

27,190 

Ante-mortem  and  post-mortem  inspection 

Four  district  sanitary  inspectors  perform  ante-  and  post-mortem 
inspection  at  the  slaughterhouse  by  rota,  one  week  in  every  four. 
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Each  inspector  gives  full  and  undivided  attention  to  the  inspection  of 
meat  during  his  duty  week.  Co-ordination  and  uniformity  of  practice 
and  decision  is  afforded  through  the  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  finally  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  All  inspectors  engaged  in 
meat  inspection  hold  the  meat  and  food  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  with  one  exception  in  which  case  the  quali¬ 
fication  held  is  that  of  the  Liverpool  University  School  of  Hygiene. 


Diseased  conditions 


4,155  carcases  required  a  detailed  examination  and  of  these,  1,226 
were  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  to  the  following  extent: — 


Cattle  (excluding  cows) 
Cows  .... 

Calves 

Pigs  . . 


1949  1948 

....  9-12%  13-62% 

....  41-09%  42-03% 

....  0-18%  0-17% 

....  7-98%  4-37% 


SUMMARY  OF  CONDEMNATIONS 
TABLE  A 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered 

2193 

2390 

1709 

15610 

514 

Number  inspected 

2193 

2390 

1709 

15610 

514 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

17 

16 

10 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .... 

863 

1332 

8 

599 

76 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

39-35% 

56-44% 

1-40% 

3-90% 

16-34% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

57 

2 

— 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .... 

187 

925 

1 

___ 

38 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

9- 12% 

41-09% 

0-18% 

— 

7-98% 
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TABLE  B 

Table  showing  extent  of  Tuberculosis,  Other  Diseases  and  Weights  of  Diseased  Meat.  Year  ending  31st  December,  1949 
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TABLE  C 


s 


/■ 

TABLE  SHOWING  DISEASED  CONDITIONS  AND  WEIGHT 
OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AND  DISPOSED  OF  UNDER 
MINISTRY  OF  FOOD  GUARANTEE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949 


Diseases 

Bulls 

lbs. 

Bullocks 

lbs. 

Heifers 

lbs. 

Cows 

lbs. 

Calves 

lbs. 

Sheep 

lbs. 

Pigs 

lbs. 

Totals 

lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

1058 

3259 

10086 

68951 

117 

1419 

84890 

Abscesses  .... 

64 

647 

596 

1362 

- 

35 

16 

2720 

Actinomycosis 

- 

- 

76 

274 

8 

-=• 

-- 

358 

Adhesions 

3 

— 

24 

74 

— 

— 

— 

101 

Anaemia  .... 

- 

- 

— 

558 

- 

- 

— 

558 

Angiomatosis 

36 

112 

348 

4572 

- 

— 

— 

5068 

Arthritis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

24 

— 

5j 

3 

32 

Caseous  nodules 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

7 

— 

7 

Cirrhosis  .... 

16 

15 

15 

377 

— 

— 

— 

423 

Congestion  . 

16 

116 

141 

395 

2 

12 

139 

821 

Contamination 

— 

— 

5 

— 

37 

— 

42 

Cysticercus  bovis 

- 

170 

277 

408 

- 

- 

— 

855 

Death  from  natural  causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

98 

104 

-> 

202 

Decomposition  and 

putrefaction  . 

— » 

28 

_ , 

_ . 

70 

45 

143 

Degeneration 

— 

58 

53 

474 

— 

5 

6 

596 

Distomatosis 

65 

7065 

3871 

10334 

— 

952 

— 

22287 

Dropsy  . . 

— 

96 

— 

2143 

103 

— 

272 

2614 

Echinococcus 

— 

245 

165 

1198 

4 

68 

58 

1738 

Emaciation 

— 

- 

_ 

484 

— 

54 

— 

538 

Emphysema  . 

- 

— 

7 

93 

— 

- 

100 

Enteritis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

30 

51 

58 

— 

139 

Erysipelas  (swine) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

408 

408 

Fevered 

— 

— 

— 

1633 

45 

— 

— 

1678 

Gangrene  .... 

— 

- 

- 

726 

- 

— 

— 

726 

Ill-bled  and  moribund 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ill 

36 

147 

Indurated 

— 

— 

- 

6689 

— 

— 

20 

6709 

Immaturity  (foetal 
carcases) 

. 

_ . 

- , 

2523 

2523 

Inflammation 

45 

114 

120 

1011 

4 

11 

198 

1503 

Jaundice  .... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

52 

- 

- 

52 

Mastitis  (acute,  septic, 
simple)  .... 

_ 

— 

_ 

2793 

_ 

7 

2800 

Medicinal  odour . 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Melanosis  . 

— 

— 

51 

7 

— 

4 

- 

62 

Necrosis  .... 

— 

- 

- 

29 

1 

6 

5 

41 

Nephritis  .... 

6 

- 

- 

24 

3 

— 

— 

33 

Parasitic  .... 

— 

24 

— 

7 

— 

128 

11 

170 

Pericarditis 

— 

— 

— 

32 

— 

3 

=» 

35 

Peritonitis 

- 

- 

- 

37 

49 

4 

24 

114 

Pleurisy  . 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

15 

15 

30 

Pneumonia  and 
pneumonycosis . . . . 

— 

7 

— 

— 

50 

45 

424 

526 

Pre-sternal  calcification  .... 

— 

— 

- 

20 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Pyaemia  . 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

28 

— 

28 

Sapraemia 

— 

— 

— 

568 

— 

35 

— 

603 

Sarcoma  ....  ....  ,  .... 

— 

— 

505 

— 

— 

— 

505 

Septicaemia  ....  ..... 

- 

- 

— - 

574 

— 

44 

177 

795 

Septic  metritis 

— 

— 

802 

— 

— 

— 

802 

Traumatism 

— 

228 

187 

1452 

3 

132 

276 

2278 

Tumours . 

7 

— 

— 

10 

— 

4 

10 

31 

Urticaria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

64 

64 

1316 

12156 

16045 

108675 

3113 

1987 

3633 

146925 

Total  weight:  65  tons  11  cwts.  3  qrs.  9  lbs. 

The  percentage  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  in  relation  to  that 
slaughtered =2  *3%. 


81 


Cysticercus  bovis 


As  a  result  of  information  contained  in  Circular  M.F.  5/48  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food  issued  in  November,  1948,  the  examination  of 
bovine  carcases  for  the  detection  of  cysticercus  bovis  was  intensified 
during  1949  and  the  following  indicates  the  extent  to  which  this 
condition  was  identified  and  the  action  taken  with  affected  carcases. 


Description 
of  Animal 

Date 

Slaughtered 

Source  of 
Animal 

Site  of 
Lesions 

Removed 
to  Cold 
Storage 

Parts 

Condemned 

Roan  Cow 
(Casualty) 

10.8.49 

Stockton 

Heath, 

Cheshire 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(one  cyst) 

11.8.49 

Head,  heart, 
diaphragm  & 
spleen 

Irish 

Bullock 

15.8.49 

Ireland 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(one  cyst) 

16.8.49 

Head,  heart, 
diaphragm  & 
spleen 

Irish 

Heifer 

15.8.49 

Ireland 

Masseter 
Muscules 
(two  cysts) 

16.8.49 

Head,  heart, 
diaphragm  & 
spleen 

Cow 

6.9.49 

High  Legh, 
Cheshire 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(one  cyst) 

7.9.49 

Head,  heart, 
diaphragm  & 
spleen 

Irish 

Bullock 

12.9.49 

Ireland 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(one  cyst) 

13.9.49 

Head,  heart, 
diaphragm  & 
spleen 

Heifer 

(white) 

10.10.49 

Stretton, 

Cheshire 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(one  cyst) 

11.10.49 

Head,  heart, 
diaphragm  & 
spleen 

Heifer 

(red) 

11.10.49 

Stretton, 

Cheshire 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(two  cysts) 

12.10.49 

Head,  heart, 
diaphragm  & 
spleen 

Cow 

20.10.49 

* 

Frodsham, 

Cheshire 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(one  cyst) 

21.10.49 

Head,  lungs, 
heart,  dia¬ 
phragm  and 
spleen 

Heifer 

4.10.49 

Thelwall, 

Cheshire 

Masseter 

Muscles, 

Neck 

Muscles 

5.10.49 

Head,  neck, 
heart  and 
diaphragm 

Roan  Cow 
(Casualty) 

7.11.49 

Preston 

Brook 

Cheshire 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(two  cysts) 

8.11.49 

Head  and  all 
offal 

Cow 

24.11.49 

Higher 

Whitley, 

Cheshire 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(one  cyst) 

25.11.49 

Head,  heart, 
diaphragm  & 
spleen 

Roan  Cow 

28.11.49 

7 

Masseter 
Muscles 
(one  cyst) 

29.11.49 

4 

Head  &  offal 
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The  condition  if  consumed  gives  rise  to  the  tapeworm  taenia 
saginata  in  man,  the  bovine  being  the  intermediate  host.  Treatment 
of  carcases,  after  condemnation  of  affected  parts,  consists  of  cold 
storage  for  several  weeks  at  low  temperatures  which  results  in  the 
destruction  of  remaining  parasites. 

Private  slaughter 

Eleven  pigs  were  examined  at  private  premises  following  slaughter 
under  licence  of  Ministry  of  Food. 

Slaughtermen’s  licences 

Twenty  slaughtermen  were  licensed  during  the  year  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  No  offences  were 
detected. 


CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 
Inspection  and  licensing 

Sixty-eight  visits  were  made  by  the  Local  Authority  inspectors  to 
the  two  markets  and  collecting  centres,  for  purposes  connected  with 
the  issue  of  licences  and  the  various  orders  and  regulations,  etc. 

The  Local  Authority  granted  licences  in  respect  of  ten  sales  of 
swine  under  the  Regulation  of  Movement  of  Swine  Order,  1922. 
During  the  year,  the  Regulation  referred  to  was  repealed  in  view  of 
the  freedom  of  the  county  from  swine  fever. 

Action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  a  dog  landed  by  air  at  Burton- 
wood  by  an  American  officer  returning  from  Germany  in  contra¬ 
vention  of  the  Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order.  The  animal  was 
seized  and  transferred  to  quarantine  kennels. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

Six  cows  were  sent  into  Orford  Slaughterhouse  by  veterinary 
inspectors  following  inspections  of  herds  at  farms  and  markets.  Three 
were  found  to  be  affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis  and  con¬ 
demned.  Three  were  affected  with  localised  tuberculosis  rendering 
necessary  the  condemnation  of  organs  and  parts  of  carcases. 
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Table  iii 

DETAILS  OF  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 


Acts,  Byelaws  or 
Regulations  under 
which  proceedings 
instituted 

Default  or 
offence 

Result 

Fines 

Costs 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938 

Section  3 

Selling  to  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser  milk 
containing  not  less 
than  4%  added 
water.  (Sample  850) 

Conviction 

£5 

£1.  Is. 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1938 

Section  3 

Selling  to  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser  milk 
deficient  in  fat  to 
extent  of  10% 
(Sample  862) 

Dismissed. 

Defendant  satisfied  the 
magistrates  there  was 
doubt  whether  the 
milk  was  evening’s 
milk  or  morning’s  milk 
although  at  the  time  of 
sampling  the  milk  was 
said  to  be  evening’s 
production.  On  the 
evidence  of  butter  fat 
records  relating  to 
morning  and  evening’s 
milk  from  the  herd 
issued  by  the  National 
Milk  Records  Dept,  of 
the  Milk  Marketing 
Board,  which  showed 
averages  below  3%  fat 
on  morning’s  milkings, 
the  magistrates  held 
that  whilst  proceedings 
had  been  properly 
brought,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  milk 
was  sold  as  given  by 
the  cows. 

No  order 
as  to 

costs 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938 

• 

Section  3 

Selling  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  the  pur¬ 
chaser  gin  contain¬ 
ing  7%  extraneous 
water.  (Sample  982) 

Conviction 

£10 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938 

Section  9 

Selling  food  unfit 
for  human  con¬ 
sumption,  namely  a 
loaf  of  bread  con¬ 
taining  tobacco. 
(Sample  935) 

Conviction 

£25 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938 

Section  13 

Ten  contraventions 
in  respect  of  a  bread 
bakehouse;  15  con¬ 
traventions  in  re¬ 
spect  of  a  confec¬ 
tionery  bakehouse. 

Conviction 

£5  on 
each 
charge. 
A  total 
of  £125 
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TABLE  III —Continued 


Acts,  Byelaws  or 
Regulations  under 
which  proceedings 
instituted 

Default  or 
offence 

Result 

Fines 

Costs 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Sections  93  and  39 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance  arising 
from  general 
defects  of  property 

Order  for 
abatement 
within  28 
days 

£2 

11s. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  93 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance  arising 
from  general 
defects  of  property 

Order  for 
abatement 
within  28 
days 

11s. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Sections  93  and  39 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance  arising 
from  general 
defects  of  property 

Order  for 
abatement 
within  28 
days 

15s. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  93 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance  arising 
from  general 
defects  of  property 

Order  for 
abatement 
within  28 
days 

11s. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Sections  93  and  45 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance  arising 
from  general 
defects  of  property 

Order  for 
abatement 
within  28 
days 

£2 

11s. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  39 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance 

Conviction 

£1 

3s.  6d. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  39 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance 

Conviction 

£l 

3s.  6d. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  39 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance 

Conviction 

£1 

3s.  6d. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  39 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance 

Conviction 

3s.  6d. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  39 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance 

Conviction 

£1 

3s.  6d. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  56 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance 

Conviction 

£1 

3s.  6d. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  56 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance 

Conviction 

3s.  6d. 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936 

Section  56 

Failure  to  abate 
nuisance 

Conviction 

£l 

3s.  6d. 
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APPENDIX 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


SECTION  28 

(PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE) 


PROPOSALS  FOR  THE  PROVISION  OF  B.C.G.  VACCINATION 
AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  SUPPLEMENTATION  OF  THE 
PROPOSALS  OF  THE  WARRINGTON  COUNTY  BOROUGH 
COUNCIL  FOR  THE  CARRYING  OUT  OF  DUTIES  UNDER  SECTION 
28  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  WHICH 
WERE  APPROVED  BY  THE  MINISTER  OF  HEALTH  ON  THE  12th 

MAY,  1948 


{Supplementary  proposal — approved  by  Minister  of  Health,  17th  December ,  1949.) 
B.C.G.  VACCINATION. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  intends  to  provide  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination, 
by  and  at  the  instance  of  a  physician  with  specialist  knowledge  and  experience 
of  tuberculosis,  as  regards  persons  to  whom  it  is  judged  medically  expedient, 
subject  to  the  necessary  preliminary  tests,  to  offer  such  vaccination  in  view 
of  their  known  contact  with  tuberculosis  infection.  Records  of  B.C.G. 
vaccination  will  be  kept  in  such  standard  form  as  may  be  recommended  by 
the  Ministry,  and  information  concerning  these  records  will  be  supplied  to 
the  Ministry  on  request. 
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